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Older suburbanites settling on Smith St 



... TO THIS! 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s the invasion of the suburban 
grandparents! 

Two Westchester millionaires are 
selling their $ 1.7-million mansion 
— complete with a swimming pool, 
plenty of extra bedrooms for the 
grandkids and five lush acres to run 
around on — and moving to a non- 
descript, 1,700-square-foot apart- 
ment above a dry cleaner on Smith 

“We’ve been in the suburbs see- 


ing more chipmunks than people for 
a while. We’re ready for a change,” 
said Mimi Miles, who, with her 
husband Jeff, recently bought 285 
Smith St. on the comer of Sackett 
Street in Carroll Gardens for $1.6 
million. 

The Miles decided last year to 
flee their tony Croton-on-Hudson 
nest — selling the seven classic cars 
that lived in its double-decker 
garage — and move to the city, 
where, Jeff Miles said, “we would 
have less to take care of.” 

“I sold three Porsches and got a 


Subaru Forester that I can park on 
the street,” added Miles, a 63-year- 
old semi-retired perfume industry 
chemist. 

A generation ago, people from 
swank enclaves like Croton-on- 
Hudson — where it is not unheard of 
for a person to commute to a Lower 
Manhattan office via helicopter — 
wouldn’t have pulled over for a can- 
noli on gritty, Godfather-run Smith 
Street, much less lived there. 

Even five years ago, following 
the street’s evolution into a trendy 
restaurant row, a couple like the 


Miles would have been far more 
likely to settle in Brooklyn Heights 
or Park Slope. 

Certainly, the Miles are far from 
pioneers on the ever-upscaling 
restaurant row, but they do represent 
just how far the street has come since 
the restaurant row’s founding father 
Alan Harding opened the street’s first 
stylish bistro, Patois, in 1998. 

Hip Smith Street has grown up 
— so naturally, it’s now attracting 
the grown-ups. 

“Ten years ago the buildings 
were [cheap enough] that someone 


[young] could come in,” Harding 
said. “Now, the buildings are $1.5 
million and there aren’t that many 
people with that kind of money.” 
Mimi Miles said she and her hus- 
band chose the brick, three-story 
building after looking at homes in 
Park Slope and visiting Williams- 
burg with their 26-year old-son. 

“Park Slope is too settled and 
Williamsburg is too young,” said 
Miles, who described herself as “a 
woman of a certain age.” 

For the Mileses, Smith Street was 
the ideal middle ground. 


“Smith isn’t done yet, but it’s not 
too much either,” she said. 

Not everyone agrees. In fact, the 
Mileses’ move almost sounds like a 
new verse tacked onto the end of 
Life in a Blender’s just-released 
Smith Street dirge, “What Hap- 
pened to Smith?” The catchy pop 
tune laments the loss of the street’s 
mythically gritty image, the identity 
that once kept homebuyers like the 
Miles away. 

“Now they live there — and I 
live somewhere cheaper and com- 
mute back for shows,” said Don 


Ralph, frontman for the Brooklyn- 
born band. 

Meanwhile, those who remain on 
the block say that they will wel- 
come the new neighbors. 

“In my experience, Smith Street 
has been a place for thirty something 
creative types with some money and 
a taste for the finer things,” said 
Lara Fieldbinder, owner of the indie 
fashion boutique Dear Fieldbinder 
at 198 Smith St. 

“But there’s room for all kinds.” 

There goes — or here comes — 
the neighborhood. 


INSIDE / SEE PAGE 16 
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Bill stumps for Hill in Heights 

Raises cash on Garden Place 



Sandy squawks in Coney 

Ed Shakespeare's The Play's the Thing 


Collapse at Yards stalls 
Ratner's wrecking balls 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Bruce Ratner’s demolition of 
the Ward Bakery inside the At- 
lantic Yards footprint remains 
blocked by city officials, a 
week after hundreds of pounds 
of debris crashed onto Pacific 
Street as workers began tearing 
apart the historic building. 

One day after the April 26 
partial building collapse at 800 
Pacific St., a coalition of elected 
officials — some of them sup- 
porters of Ratner’s Atlantic Yards 
mega-development — called on 
Gov. Spitzer to halt further dem- 
olition work on the 97-year-old 
building. 

Hours later, the Empire State 
Development Corporation and 
Ratner voluntarily suspended 
demolition of the building, pend- 
ing an investigation into why a 
large section of the roof broke 
away. 

No one was injured, but more 
than 300 residents of a nearby 
homeless shelter were evacuated 
for several hours. Several cars 
were badly damaged by the 
falling debris. 

It remains unclear what 
caused part of the parapet wall of 
the building to collapse. 

An FDNY chief told New 
York 1 that April’s heavy rains 
may have been to blame — but 
whatever the cause, Forest City 
Ratner Vice President Brace 
Bender told the station that his 
company was not at fault. 

“At the time of the purchase, 
in March, 2006, the building was 
already in a state of disrepair,” 
Bender said. 

City environmental and build- 
ings officials rushed to the scene 
after the rabble crashed to the 
street. Ian Michaels, a spokes- 
man for the Department of Envi- 
ronmental Protection, said some 
material in the debris “is known 
to contain asbestos.” 

“The company doing the as- 
bestos abatement work was told 
to clean it up, and they did,” 
See ROOF on page 6 



A half-dozen cars, but, thankfully, no people, were buried under debris from a 
partial building collapse last week at the Ward Bakery in Bruce Ratner's At- 
lantic Yards site. The building is slated to be demoslished. 



EVERYBODY IN! 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklynites may be able to dog- 
gy-paddle, scissor-kick, swim laps 
and do cannonballs in the East River 
this summer — without having to 
touch its murky waters. 

The state’s economic develop- 
ment agency told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per this week that the Floating Pool 
— a swimming hole built on an old 
barge — may open as a public swim 
center this summer off the Brooklyn 
Heights waterfront, despite long- 
standing rumors that the coveted 
barge was headed for Greenpoint. 


“We’re working on getting the 
Floating Pool up for the summer,” 
said Errol Cockfield, a spokesman 
for the Empire State Development 
Corporation. 

Cockfield said the pool would be 
parked between Pierrepont and Jo- 
ralemon streets, near the location of 
the proposed Brooklyn Bridge Park 
waterfront open space and condo 
development. 

“It would be free,” added Cock- 
field. “But all the details are not fi- 
nalized.” 

The Floating Pool has been bob- 
See POOL on page 16 



Brooklyn’s Cocktail! 

Where to taste it ... and how to make it 
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Marco Polo Ristorante 

Join Us May 13, 2007 - Mother’s Day 

Four Course Prix Fixe Dinner For $35.95 
18.95 Per Child (Under 12) 

- Antipasto 


© 


Mozzarella Con Pomodoro e Basilico 


Eggplant napoleon with home 


Traditional vegetable s 


Cocktail di Gamberi 

Chilled shrimp cocktail... Additional 4.95 
Classico Antipasto Caldo Zuppa d’Asparagi 

\ssortment of baked clams, shrimp, Cream of Asparagus garnished with cros 

Penne Rigate al Pomodoro 


Risotto Primavera 

Risotto served with diced vegetables 


Salmone Tornado 

n over a bed of spinach with lobste 
Trota Alle Mandorle 
: sauteed with almonds, white wine 


- Entree - 


& lemc 


Bistecca alia Griglia 

Grilled Sirloin steak Additional $4.95 

Vitello Marsala 

Veal Scaloppini with mushrooms & marsala wine sai 

Costoletta di Maialino Farcito 


Petto Di Polio Al Rosmarino E Funghi 

Dessert 




Now Accepting Reservations! 

jor Credit Cards Accepted - Complimentary Valet Parking 

ourt Street, Brooklyn, 11231 (718) 852-5015 
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WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 

May 5 


SUNDAY 

May 6 


MONDAY 

May 7 


THURSDAY 

May 10 


FRIDAY 

May 1 1 


Cinc-ing up To market 


The meaning 
of Cinco de j 
Mayo, much 
like the drinks 
generally served 
to celebrate it, has 
been watered 
down. His- 
torically a cel- 


The Brooklyn Indie Market 
l has a new home. The col- 
[* lection of local designers 
” selling their clothing, hats, 
home goods, pet gear 
and more are setting up 
underneath the tents at 
Smith and Union streets, 
and will be here each 



Just our type Divine 
design 




Frank chat 

Frank McCourt sits down 


Our very own Smartmom 
(pictured) hosts the second 
annual "Brooklyn Blogfest," 
where this year's theme 
is "The Impact of Brook- 
lyn Blogging." The best 
and brightest keyboard 
jockeys are expected to 
attend, and speakers will 


For the fifth year 
in a row, the 
weekend- 
long Bklyn 
Designs fes- 
tival kicks off New York's 
Design Week and brings 


1 


id best 
borough. If 
trade in 




and margaritas, w 
ourselves torn. Today we'll 
also find ourselves at 
Maria's Mexican Bistro, 
where 1 50 types of tequila 
are available. 

1 1:30 am- 7 1:30 pm at Maria's 
Mexican Bistro (669 Union St at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope. For 
information, call (718) 638-2344. 



hear about McCourt's lat- 
est tome, "Teacher Man," 
the final installment in his 
trilogy of memoirs. 



Street in DUMBO), Smack Mel- 
lon (92 Plymouth St. at Wash- 
ington Street in D UMBO) and 
the Bklyn Designs Annex (81 
Front St at Main Street in 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 











Second helping 
on baker story 

H erve Poussot: Assaulted or as- 
saulter? Let’s review the new 
evidence! 

Last week, I reported on a 
$ 1.25-million discrimination law- 
suit against the DUMBO baker for 
allegedly kicking a black woman 
out of his shop on Feb. 15. 

I also reported that four days later, 

Poussot got into a physical confronta- 
tion with the woman’s employer, 
who had gone to Almondine to de- 
mand an apology, and was later ar- 
rested for assault. 

Poussot believes the discrimina- 
tion suit was filed in retaliation for 
that man’s assault arrest. 

The saga continued this week, when the arrested man, Sean 
Richardson, e-mailed me to “set the record straight.” That was 
welcome news for me. See, although he and Poussot seem to be 
telling the same story, their strands are as twisted as the dough 
in an Almondine braided brioche. 

Poussot’s lawyer, Ralph Hochberg, claims that when Richard- 
son and the woman, Elaine James-France, entered Almondine to 
demand an apology, Poussot did indeed give one, albeit quarter- 
heaitedly. He then asked James-France and Richardson to leave. 

But on his way out, Richardson “started throwing tables and 
chairs around and damaging Mr. Poussot’s property,” said 
Hochbetg. Poussot had no choice, he said, but to tackle Richard- 
son to the floor to put an end to the destruction. 

But Richardson bakes a different pie. 

“From the moment we entered the store, [Poussot] was belliger- 
ent and confrontational,” said Richardson, adding that Poussot 
screamed, “You want an apology? Fine! I’m sorry! Now get the 
f— k out of my store!” Richardson denied he wreaked havoc and 
destruction on Almondine. 

“I turned to leave, and there was a chair in my way,” said 
Richardson. “I was angry. I knocked it over. But I wasn’t throw- 
ing furniture around.” 

In fact, said Richardson, it was Poussot who started the fight, 
tackling him from behind and shoving him to the ground. 

“I defended myself,” Richardson said. 

When cops arrived a few 
minutes later, Poussot was 
bleeding, so they arrested 
Richardson. 

So that’s evidence of 
Richardson’s guilt, right? 
Not at all, he countered. 

“I was wearing a ring,” 
he said. “When I went to 
defend myself against 
Poussot’s attack, the ring 

I asked Richardson how 
he could conclusively say 
that Poussot had thrown 
James-France out of Al- 
mondine because she’s 
black and middle class, and not because, say, it was 6:30 pm and 
close to closing time. Or because she bought a croissant at Al- 
mondine, yet brought coffee in from somewhere else, as Pous- 
sot claims. “That’s for the jury to decide,” he said. 

That’s fine, but the journalist in me is hoping for another irate 
e-mail so I can keep following this nutty story. 

Herve? Text me! 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Kudos to the New York Sun for pointing out what all of us 
have been complaining about for years: the lousy elevators 
at the Clark Street subway station. The Sun reported that the 
three elevators have broken down nearly 400 times in the last 
two years. Riders have been trapped inside more than 20 times. 
So now maybe we’ll finally get some elevators that work? . . . 
The New York Landmarks Conservancy honored a Brooklyn 
Heights building this week. The restoration of the facade of 25 
Grace Ct. was cited as an “outstanding preservation project” 
for its detailed restoration of the masonry and brick, and several 
wooden elements around the door, windows and balcony that 
had rotted away. . . . Oven, the new pizza place/wine bar that 
is opening on the dreaded "Corner of Cranberry,” has 
pushed back its grand opening for a few more weeks. The new 
joint was supposed to open on May 5. ... The new path in 
Cadman Plaza Park is nearly finished. Here’s hoping the 
manure smell that permeated the park this winter, when the 
Parks Department laid down fertilizer, has dissipated. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 





Vinegar Hill power play 


Planning for the future of New York could start very close to home. The PlaNYC 2030 Commission — the group formed by 
Mayor Bloomberg to find ways to sustain the city's growth over the next 23 years — is calling on Con Edison to make some 
steam plants, like this one on Hudson Avenue in Vinegar Hill, more efficient and cleaner. "We're talking about it," said Con Ed 
spokesman Chris Olert. "But it could be a few months before we have any sort of plan." Residents of Vinegar Hill like the idea 
of a cleaner power plant. "Sounds good to me," said one. — Christie Rizk 
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Stripped of its park 


By Josh Saul 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The Parks Department has a 
well-known reputation for 
stamping its leaf logo on every- 
thing from freshly planted traffic 
islands to jogging paths. 

But now Parks workers have 
gone where even former Com- 
missioner Henry Stem had nev- 
er gone before: they’ve plas- 
tered their logo on a parking lot 
at the intersection of Red Cross 
Place and Cadman Plaza East. 

One of the signs even dubs the 
lot “Park Strip,” but people walk- 


ing by the DUMBO lot came up 
with some better names. “It’s a 
garage, so I’d call it Tarmac 
Park,’” said Genevieve Sheppard. 

“How about ‘Brooklyn In- 
dustrial Park?”’ added Jeomar 
Montelon. 

Then again, “Park Strip” sure 
beats Dead Dog Park, one name 
that Stem once doled out. 

A Parks spokesman said that 
the agency logo — with its 
vaguely sycamorish leaf — was 
posted so that people would 
know which city bureaucrats 
were responsible for upkeep. 


Courts are appealing to 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 


Tennis anyone? Yes, but not for everyone 
DUMBO’s only open-air tennis court will soon be open for busi- 
ness. The hard-surfaced court, which sits atop a five-story building 
at 69 Adams St., has been drooled over by the net set, which has 
long hoped the court would be returned to service. Excitement 
volleyed around the neighborhood after workmen were spotted re- 
furbishing the rooftop court. 

“We are resurfacing it and patching it up,” said Richard Devine, a 
spokesman for the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, which owns 
the building. But Devine cautioned locals to not start practicing their 
backhand: The court is only open to Jehovah’s Witnesses who live 
in other Watchtower buildings in DUMBO and Brooklyn Heights 
— not to the general public. Talk about a double fault! — Rizk 



Workers were spotted last week sprucing up a long-dormant 
tennis court atop a building on Adams Street in DUMBO. 
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How To Get Star-Quality Skin 



Bring back sexy with our 
#l-rated laser for hair removal 

• Laser Hair Removal 

• Acne Treatment 
Fine Line & Wrinkle Reductions 
• Deep Tissue Massage 

• Prenatal Massage 
Aromatherapy Massage 

• Body Treatments 
& Ling Skin Care 


Call For Your Free Consultation 
ta (71 8)-222-FACE (#3223) 



Realty, Ltd. 

211 Court Street 
Brooklyn 

917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 x 112 

brooklynbridgerealty.com 


Satnick'S 


SAVE UP TO 

60% OFF 


* 


On All 14 Kt. Gold, Diamond, Silver Jewelry, 
Watches and Giftware. 


JEWELS BY SATNICK 
1 87 State Street (71 8) 852-1 421 

(Between Court & Boerum) 

Brooklyn’s Most Trusted Jeweler!!! 

1IHB 



Without calling 



court Express 718 - 237-8888 

Car Service 24 Hour • 7 Day Dispatch 


LEAVE PACKAGES WITH US 

And your worries behind. 

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer 
many services in addition to packing and shipping. 

Stop in to find out what we can offer you. 


COPY SERVICE 


PASSPORT PHOTOS 
MAILBOX RENTALS 



Cobble Hill Variety 
& Mailing Center 

495 Henry Street • (71 8) 852-8844 
Open 7 Days 'til 9pm 


CARROLL GARDENS 


Hi 


(718) 596-3333 „ Beautifully renovated 14 i story, 

4 family townhouse ... $2.2 million. 
See our listings: View entire listing on our website. 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 
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How To Throw 
A Memorial Day BBQ j 


Step One: 

I Visit American Housewares. 



85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • CHS I®] • (718) 243-0844 


NEW SPRING COLLECTION 

FROM FARYLROBIN, HOLLYWOULD, BERNARDO & MORE 



burke talon 


A WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE IN COBBLE HILL 
192 Amity St. Bklyn, NY 11201 rni'yt oil 'IQQ/l 
in between Court and Clinton ' ZlZ > 


• Local & Long Distance Services 


• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 
Casinos 

MyotOH 

i ' Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

mrm mm 

(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 










Dumb driving is 
very dangerous 

A traffic light now bums on Van 
Brunt Street, yet so does the 
rubber. It took exactly three days 
for the unhappy motoring to return to 
Red Hook’s rutted main drag. 

In Friday’s post-happy-hour dusk, 
the driver of an Oldsmobile sped 
through the intersection of Pioneer 
and Van Brunt streets and smashed 
into three parked — and, thankfully, 

A witness said the maroon Olds 
was trying to avoid the wide berth of 
the B61 bus. A spokesman for the 
NYPD said cops were investigating 
whether the driver was intoxicated. 

To be clear, the new traffic light one block south at Van Brunt 
and Sullivan streets is certainly not to blame for the accident. 
But traffic hghts are supposed to slow down traffic — yet a traf- 
fic expert said the Olds driver was probably going too fast. 

“Usually when a driver loses control and crashes into parked 
car, there is excessive speed involved,” said Amy Pfeiffer, Di- 
rector of Planning at Transportation Alternatives, a safe-streets 
watchdog group, 

Whatever the cause, the accident is a call to horns for anyone 
worried about getting his limbs/cars/bikes/friends crashed by 
speeding cars. 

Of course, we have met the enemy and it is us. We hectored 
the city to put in a light because Van Brant Street had gotten so 
busy. Yet when we’re behind the wheel, we’re the fust to com- 
plain about how traffic lights slow us down. 

Van Brant isn’t particularly dangerous, statistics show. In fact, 
only three accidents on the comer of Pioneer Street were report- 
ed from 1995-2001 , according to police records compiled by 
Transportation Alternatives. Yet, acts of dumb driving seem 
somehow endemic on the street. 

One recent evening, on the same comer, I watched a track 
give a fender-crashing smooch to a storefront garage, ramming 
headlong into its metal pull-down door, which ironically opens 
right above a sidewalk bench covered with battered, old license 
plates. The tags of other wrecks, perhaps. 

On another evening, on Verona Street, I witnessed a track 
making a tight U-turn to al- 
low another track to back 
into a narrow curbside park- 
ing spot. Suspense was high 
as the ever-present (except 
when you need it) B61 
choked gingerly past. 

In the past, residents 
blamed track drivers for the 
congestion. Then the blame 
was placed on Fairway 
shoppers, who were suppos- 
edly hightailing it to the 
olive oil tasting bar. Ikea’s 
future shoppers are also 
blamed, though they haven’t 
yet arrived. But the truth is 
that industrial truck routes like Van Brunt Street won’t be safe un- 
til all of us change the way we drive on them — and that requires 
more than one light. 

Pfeiffer said that last week’s crash was a fluke, but one that is 
likely to occur more and more frequently as the area’s popula- 
tion grows and more people in cars and outside of them compete 
for the two-lane roadway. 

“It’s numbers,” she said. 

And physics. And brain cells. Driving while dumb is dangerous. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


Firebombings ain’t cheap: Chop Chop grocery on Smith 
Street spent $80,000 to reopen last week after an early morning 
arson attack on its glass cube of a storefront on the comer of Dean 
Street. Thousands of dollars in marinated olives and smoked 
salmon was lost in the attack, said co-owner Jisoo Sun. A 
spokesman for the FDNY said that investigators are still looking 

for the perp It’s growing season: Get yer whiskers ready for 

Brooklyn’s “premiere” mustache contest at the country-and-west- 
em-themed benefit for “Off the Hook” creators Falconworks 


’staches, listen to five bootstomping musical acts and drink all the 
moonshine you want for $20. Head for the Bait and Tackle bar 
(320 Van Brant St.) on Saturday night. May 12. . . . Gooey deli- 
ciousness alert: The Hook’s best little bakery. Baked, has started 
selling cinnamon buns. They are better than the one at the mall, I 
promise. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 




Ariella Cohen 



The grain silo in Red Hook will soon be put back into service, this time holding the mixings for concrete. 


‘Concrete’ plans for terminal 


Former grain unit could house cement mix 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A 90-foot-high monument to industrial 
decline will soon return to service. 

The massive, dun-colored silos that have 
loomed over Red Hook Park for decades 
will store the raw materials for concrete, ac- 
cording to John Quadrozzi Jr., the owner of 
the Columbia Street Grain Elevator. 

“Nowadays, we need room for building 
materials in Brooklyn,” said Quadrozzi, who 
said that it would take a year to do the re- 
pairs necessary to make the elevator work 

Built in 1922 at the dead-end where Co- 
lumbia Street meets the mouth of the 


Gowanus Canal, the reinforced concrete 
grain terminal has languished since 1965, 
when waning shipping traffic on the canal 
put it out of business. 

In 1987, after years of neglect, state offi- 
cials demolished the structure’s conveyors 
and loading pier. 

A decade later, Quadrozzi bought the ele- 
vator and the 159-acre industrial area around 
it for concrete production and storage for 
bulk materials like road salt. Growth has 
been steady and in the fall, Tri-State Bio- 
diesel will begin manufacturing environ- 
mentally friendly fuel in the shadow of the 
grain elevator, which is often used as a set 
for movies. 


“We always wanted to bring this area 
back to what it has always been: a center for 
industry,” said Quadrozzi. 

Yet, the refilling of the industrial silos is 
only a part of Quadrozzi’s plan for the 
Gowanus Bay waterfront, which will be 
home to Ikea next year. 

Shopping is the other part (see story be- 

“I see this area as ideal for a mixed-rise 
project that would encompass retail,” the 
longtime industrial developer told The Stoop. 

“Ikea has created a shopping destination 
here. I could swim upstream [and continue 
to do only industry] , or I could swim with 
the other fishes.” 


‘Beyond’ Ikea, Bed and Bath? 

Smaller chain could find a home in Red Hook 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Remember those 70,000 ex- 
tra square feet of retail space that 
the city approved at the Ikea 
site? The Stoop hears that part of 
the space will be filled by a Bed 
Bath & Beyond. 

A source says that the linen 
and toiletry giant is interested in 
becoming part of the Swedish 
furniture retailer’s location on 
the Hook’s waterfront. 

Ikea denied any plans to 
bring the so-called “B3” to the 
property, formerly a shipyard. 

“While the project received 
approvals for development of 
several outparcels on the Red 
Hook property along with our 
store, we are focused solely on 


building and opening our IKEA 
store,” said spokesman Joseph 
Roth. 

“We currently do not have 
plans underway for other [retail 
locations] at this point.” 

Perhaps, but Ikea’s approval 
from the city did include a pro- 
vision for more than 70,000 ad- 
ditional square feet of retail. The 
average Bed Bath & Beyond 
store is 30,000 — but the chain 
has recently been opening stores 
twice that size. 

In the past, Roth has spoken 
favorably of Bed Bath & Be- 
yond, which shares a parking lot 
at an Ikea location in Paramus, 
New Jersey. 

“Ikea and [Bed Bath & Be- 
yond] assortments overlap rela- 
tively little, and good neighbors 


can make the location even 
more of a draw for customers,” 
Roth told a trade publication, 
DSN Retailing Today, in 2005. 

Red Hook residents said that 
they would discourage the New 
Jersey-based home furnishings 
store from coming to the neigh- 
borhood. 

“Any additional stores will 
increase the level of environ- 
mental damage to Red Hook,” 
said John McGettrick, co-chair 
of the Red Hook Civic Associa- 
tion and a longtime critic of the 
project because of the toll it will 
take on the historic community. 

Ikea’s plans include parking 
spaces for 1 ,400 cars as well as 
a waterfront esplanade that will 
include a docking space for wa- 
ter taxis. Even without any 


neighbors, the mega-store is ex- 
pected to bring a considerable 
amount of traffic to the neigh- 
borhood’s cobble-stoned streets. 

McGettrick said that his group 
planned to warn other retailers 
that building in the community 
would damage their reputation. 

“If [these stores] are concerned 
about the environment, the roads 
and the safety of children, they 
will not set up shop,” he said. 

A supporter of the project, 
Ray Hall of Red Hook Rise, 
which develops academic, em- 
ployment and athletic opportu- 
nities for local kids, said he had 
not heard about any new retail 
at the Ikea site — but said he 
would support it. 

“This community needs eco- 
nomic development,” Hall said. 
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School teaches 
art of the deal 


GREENE 

ACRES 



Dana Rubinstein 


A Brooklyn school has taught 
some developers a lesson in 
real estate, beating out more 
than a dozen competitors for a 
prized piece of land in central Clin- 
ton Hill that could have supported 
at least six floors of luxury housing. 

“Everyone [the school] was 
competing with was looking to put 
up some kind of tower,” said 
Michael Annunziata, the broker at 
Massey Knakal Realty Services 
who arranged the $960,000 deal. 

Instead, thanks to the savvy edu- 
cators, Classon Avenue and Mon- 

roe Street will get a new private 
school for kids aged pre-school through fifth grade. 

A school representative wouldn’t reveal the secre 
in her potent, developer-vanquishing recipe. 

“I don’t know [how we did it] ,” said Aeena Fiempong, the educa- 
tional director of the Phyls Academy in East Flatbush. “I didn’t know 
[we had so many competitors] . They called us, we were interested, 
and everything checked out. It really wasn’t that complicated.” 

She’s clearly keeping her cards close to her chest. But one 
thing’s for sure: the Academy won’t be building some sort of 
school/luxury condo hybrid to take advantage of its 9,500 build- 
able square feet. She swears. 

“There won’t be a tower going up, no,” said Frempong, who 
has been approached by developers asking to build condos atop 
the school. “I don’t think anyone will be disappointed by that.” 
She’s probably right. 

“Wow, this is wonderful,” said Sharon Barnes, co-chair of the 
Landmarks Preservation Committee for the Society for Clinton FB11. 

“For a community to work, you need more than just houses 
— you needs schools, stores, open space,” added Barnes. “We 
are very short on school choices to keep young families here.” 
Her neighbor, Nancy Bruni, whose son attends fourth grade 
at PS 11, agreed. 

“Although PS 11 is on the up-and-up, a lot of parents are 
looking for alternatives,” said Bruni. “Especially, a viable pre- 
K-to-frfth-grade program.” 

The Academy plans to tear down the current one-story ware- 
house, which was a distri- 
bution center for a rag-and- 
garment business, and build 
a school capable of housing 
about 500 students. The ar- 
chitects have yet to finalize 
the design of the facility, 
which should be open for 
the 2008 school year. 

“We’re [planning] a center 
that will have a playground 
facility, possibly on the roof, 
a full kitchen, classrooms 
catering toward children of a 
very young age, and a ci 


PARK SLOPE 


Academy’s fourth school. The original Academy, ni 
year, was named for founder Phyllis Frempong-Boadu, and is in 
East Flatbush. The other two are in Florida, where some of the 
Frempong family relocated. The East Flatbush institution operates 
a day care, elementary school, after-school care and summer 
camp. Tuition runs about $ 10,000 a year. 

It’s unclear how much the new Academy on Classon Avenue 
will charge, although chances are it will be a bit pricier than its 
sister school to the south, given the community’s relative wealth. 

But we do have one suggestion. How about a scholarship 
funded using the tuition for an adult education class: “How to 
beat developers at their own game.” 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Get your foundations in the ground now, folks ! The down- 
zoning of Fort Greene and Clinton Hill is finally inching for- 
ward — it was certified on Monday, so the seven-month land re- 
view process can begin. Any construction that begins before it 
takes effect, though, can be completed — so get digging! ... 
Brooklyn’s favorite clock tower, at the Williamsburgh Sav- 
ings Bank building, should be unshrouded by July 4, accord- 
ing to its developers. . . . We hear there’s a 134-year-old elm tree 
in Fort Greene Park. Is your curiosity piqued? If so, check 
out the Urban Park Rangers' tree tour of the park on Sunday, 
May 6. Fort Greene Visitors Center, Fort Greene Park, 1 pm. For 
information, call 311. ... Re-program your global position sys- 
tems. As of May 12, Carlton Avenue, between Park and Myr- 
tle avenues, will be transformed from one-way to two-way. . . . 
What’s with 67 Burger? 

“Open every day” means open. 

Mondays are only a day off if 
you’re Wolfgang Puck. ... 

Smoke Joint has started mak- 
ing deliveries to Fort Greene 
Park. Call (718) 797-1011. 

Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



The ‘Elephant’ in the womb 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Two artsy Brooklynites are betting that 
Wallabout — the northern edge of Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill — will be the 
next “it” place in the Brooklyn art scene. 

On Friday, Joe Weiner, a painter, and Tri- 
cia Wimmer, an art historian, will officially 
launch the Pink Elephant Projects gallery, 
on Washington Avenue, between Park and 
Flushing avenues, in a historic section of 
Clinton Hill that has, until recently, had a 
rather moribund arts scene. 

Weiner and Wimmer think that’s about to 
change. 

“There are a ton of artists studios around 
here,” said Wimmer. 

There is also far more than a ton of new 
luxury housing — but, until now, no full- 
fledged art galleries. 


Wimmer and Weiner aren’t jumping into 
the neighborhood blindly. Weiner is a Pratt 
Institute graduate who has lived in the 
neighborhood for seven years, and Wimmer 
lives in Fort Greene. 

They plan to showcase Brooklyn artists, 
many of them from the neighborhood. First 
up is Charles Lutz’s show, “Denial and Ac- 
ceptance,” featuring Warhol-inspired pieces. 

Wimmer and Weiner said they initially 
searched for space on Atlantic Avenue and 
Lafayette Avenue, when “serendipity” 
stepped in. During a visit to RePOP 95% 
Recycled, the relatively new vintage store 
on the same Washington Avenue block, the 
two happened upon an empty space that 
seemed just perfect. That same block houses 
the upscale Cuban restaurant Mojito and 
Kiki’s Pet Hotel and Playcare, both in the 
old Chocolate Factory building. 

The cluster of establishments is a bit of an 


island in an otherwise deserted neighborhood. 

“It looks like Chelsea did 10 years ago,” 
said Weiner. “It’s desolate during the day. 
But at night, with the Chocolate Factory, it’s 
more traveled. There’s something going on 

They’re hardly the only locals to notice a 
difference. 

Karl Carpenter, who has worked at Kiki’s 
for most of its three years and has lived in 
the Ingersoll Houses for most of his life, 
said he’s noticed a “significant” change in 
the neighborhood. 

“The number of dogs coming here increas- 
es every year a little bit,” said Carpenter. And 
if artists and pampered puppies aren’t harbin- 
gers of gentrification, then what is? 

Pink Elephant Projects gallery, (64 Wash- 
ington Ave., between Flushing and Park av- 
enues). Visit www.pepgallery.com for more 
information. 


Affordable housing at old jail site 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Community leaders hailed 
the city’s selection of Pratt 
Area Community Council as 
one of three groups that will 
develop the site of the former 
Navy Brig on the border of 
Fort Greene and Clinton Hill. 

“It’s an excellent thing,” said 
Phillip Kellogg, chair of the Fort 
Greene Association. “It’s a com- 
munity-based project, and PACC 
is a great partner,” adding that 
Fort Greene and Clinton “desper- 
ately” need affordable housing. 

Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Fort Greene), who often finds 
herself at odds with developers, 
called the project “a high-quality 
sustainable design, community 
planning and affordable housing.” 

The city announced last 
week that three groups, includ- 


ing the affordable housing ad- 
vocates PACC, will build more 
than 400 residential units, plus 
commercial and open space, 
and a community facility on the 
site of the former Navy Brig, 
which was demolished in 2005. 

The city has promised that 77 
percent of the units will be afford- 
able to families of four with a 
household income between 
$21,250 and $92,170 and from 
$14,900 to $64,480 for single- 
person households. The develop- 
ment will also be LEED certified, 
an industry standard for environ- 
mentally sound construction. 

The land is bounded by 
Flushing, Clermont, Park, and 
Vanderbilt avenues in the Wal- 
labout section of Fort Greene. 
The lot was the site of the naval 
prison from the 1940s to the 
1960s, when it became an im- 
migration detention center. 



A rendering of a proposal for housing and stores on a Fort 
Greene site that once housed a naval brig. 
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A meaty tale 
of local success 


W indsor Terrace 

every neighborhood wants. I 
am not talking about the 
safe, quiet streets or the neighborly 
feel. I am talking about United 
Meat Market, the butcher shop on 
Prospect Park West between 16th 
Street and Windsor Place. 

No wonder Park Slopers are al- 
ways heading over there. The last 
of the Seventh Avenue meat mar- 
kets closed years ago. Liberty, 
which was at 10th Street, closed af- 
ter the death of the beloved butch- 
er, while Berkeley, at Berkeley 
Place, closed due to the retirement 
of the owner. No new shop has opened to replace the old-tii 
institutions. And so Park Slopers pine for fresh meats, cut to i 
der and wrapped in brown paper. 

Why is the United Meat Market so hard to replicate? I 
if everyone in Park Slope wants a butcher shop then why does- 
n’t someone open one in Park Slope? 

at market is not a ‘get rich quick’ scheme” said United 
owner Joe Gallo. “It is a lot of work, and no one really wants to 
do it any more.” 

Gallo has been doing it for 25 years. He and his brother, 
Rocky, bought the market in the early 1980s, and he has 
watched as the other meat markets have closed. 

“There used to be a butcher every couple of blocks, but no 
more,” he said. “Even when we retire, there probably won’t be 
anyone to take the business from us.” 

He has also seen the neighborhood change. “The families all left 
in the early ’90s,” Gallo said, “but now they are coming back.” 

So what does that mean for his business? “We sell a lot of 
ground meat,” he told me. He pointed out that his ground meat 
is better than what you can get at a supermarket; because Gallo 
does the actual butchering of the sides of beef that come in the 
store, he knows which cuts to use for the best flavor. 

Some butcher shops get their meat already cut, but not Gallo. He 
and his crew go down to the 
Brooklyn Meat Market at 
First Avenue and 55th Street 
five days a week to shop for 
the best sides, which they 
then bring back to the store 
for cutting. That means better 
quality and better cuts, ac- 
cording to the butcher. 

His customers agree. 
While I stood there talking 
to Gallo, a half-dozen cus- 
tomers stopped in. Every 
one of them said versions of 
the same thing. “This is the 
Q best place to buy meat,” said 

Marika Lugo. “It is clean, 

everything is always fresh and they are just so friendly.” 

I must admit that I do occasionally buy my meat at Costco. I 
get big “family packs” of cheap-but-tasteless steak, and I buy 
the extra large bottle of Peter Lugar’s steak sauce to ensure 
some flavor on the plate. But hearing Gallo talk about his cus- 
tomers and about how he cares that they get the best made me 
feel more loyal to a shop I have used for over a decade. 

Now that it is grilling season. I’ll be making regular runs to 
United. There is nothing like a good cut of meat on the fire, un- 
less, of course, you’re a vegetarian (in which case you’re invited 
over for dinner — more meat for me!). 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Community Bookstore owner Catherine Bohne has always 
run a menagerie-like store, but when we ran into her the other day, 
she actually pulled a baby crow out of her shirt. “Look what (he cat 

dragged in last night,” she exclaimed Amanda Pike, Windsor 

Terrace resident and first grade teacher at the Berkeley Carroll 
School, has been awarded the school’s Dexter Earl Award, 
which recognizes teaching excellence, dedication, involvement, 

passion, and the promotion of an intellectual community And 

our pal Julia Harris, a Berkeley Carroll student who won a re- 
gional humor-writing award for her essay that mocked Park Slope 
novelist Ned Vizzini (also a friend of The Paper, by the way), just 
found out that the piece has won a gold medal from the Scholastic 

Writing Awards, a national group Seneca, this is Manipi. Ma- 

nipi, this is Senaca. Prospect Park Zoo is now home to two red- 
tad hawks who had been injured in separate accidents. Both raptors 
can be seen getting better acquainted — me-ow! — along the zoo’s 
Discovery Trail. E-mail at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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These buildings on Fourth Avenue between Butler and Douglass streets 


construction sprouts in the distance. 


A Butler-Douglass building bust 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Curious about those five buildings on 
booming Fourth Avenue — the ones that 
are boarded up like crack houses in Gary, 
Indiana? So was The Stoop, so we did 
some digging. 

An insider, who wished to remain off 
the record, said Gustavo Rodriguez, the 
owner of the buildings, has been trying to 
sell them. Indeed, he almost managed to, 
but a would-be buyer “backed out.” Now, 


program. 

Last year, the city changed the 421 -a 
tey,” the source said about the subsidy to require developers in Park Slope, 
which are between Butler and among other Brooklyn neighborhoods, to 
build some affordable housing on-site in or- 
der to qualify. The tax-incentive program 
was created to spur housing development 
during the 1970s, yet lingers despite the 
white-hot real-estate market. 

“Changes to 421-a are having a big im- 
pact on development,” Freeman said. “It’s 
lot in a lot of 


is trying to sell it for to 


Douglass 

Rodriguez could not be reached for cor 
ment. A co-worker did confirm that he w; 
trying to sell the buildings and was close 


Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 


• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 



Ken Freeman, a real estate agent with the 
gigantic Massey Knakal Realty Services, 
which is not involved with this sale, specu- putting the fear of god 
lated that the buyer may have been scared people.” 


the buyer is suing to get out of the deal he 0 ff by changes to the 421-a tax-abatement So for now, the plywood remains. 
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Messy crash 
on Berkley PI 

The corner of Berkeley Place and Eighth Avenue was lit- 
tered with everything from volleyballs to crackers on Thurs- 
day after an SUV overturned in a horrific accident at around 
5:30 pm. The crash will no doubt add fodder to area resi- 
dents' complaints that the one-way avenue, which is often 
treated like a speedway by drivers, should be converted to 
a two-way street. Cops said that no one was seriously in- 
jured in the crash. 
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Matthew Lysiak 

cious that the move was irregular when they noticed street 
equipment beginning to gather on their quiet tree-lined block. 
When they asked the workers what was going on, they were told 
that a new television station was being installed on the street and 
they needed to dig up some of the sidewalk to install cable. 

As you might imagine, this prompted concerned neighbors to 
do what concerned neighbors always do in Bay Ridge: call the 
community board. 

“When I started getting calls telling us that a television station 
was being installed on 94th Street, it sounded so ridiculous that I 
couldn’t believe it was hue,” said Josephine Beckmann, who in 
her capacity as district manager of Community Board 10 is no 
stranger to calls, to the ridiculous, and to the frequent merger of 
both. 

Beckmann did some digging of her own and found out that 
the workers had told the truth. 

“He had applied for cabling work in connection with his job 
at Arabic News Channel 6,” said Beckmann as the mystery 
deepened. “We quickly put a halt to all street work and installa- 
tion until we can figure out exactly what is going on.” 

Beckmann said that zoning regulations are clear: no one can op- 
erate a television station from a private home on 94th Street. And 
some neighbors surmised that an Arab man digging up the side- 
walk to open a television station was something to be concerned 
about in this day in age. 

Time-Wamer defended 
the move as just business as 
usual — the kind of thing 
that Chinese and Greek sta- 
tions do all the time. The 



W hat is a television station? 
The question may seem in- 
nocuous, but for residents 
near one 94th Street home, it is a 
hot topic of debate. 

The philosophical query origi- 
nated when Gamil Halsik, who 
works from home, moved into 255 
94th St. and naturally wanted to 
take his home business with him 
(seems innocent enough, right?). 

The only problem was that Hal- 
sik’s move involved more than a 
station wagon or van: it actually 
meant a bulldozer tearing up the 
sidewalks to make room for new 
underground wiring. 

Residents first became suspi- 


cable giant also told Beck- 


not a “television station,” 
but merely a facility where 
he can collect footage for 
future broadcast on Arab 
News Channel 6. He needs 
the underground wiring so 
he can digitally send the 
Q footage from his home to 
the station. 

Halsik had the same operation in his prior residence and was 
only trying to bring his work with him to his new home, accord- 
ing to Time-Wamer. This left the community board in uncharted 
waters — and scrambling for the dictionary to figure out the def- 
inition of what, exactly, is a television station. 

“I can tell you it is one question this board has never had to 
deal with before,” Beckmann said. “We are trying to determine 
if there will be foot traffic and if he will have employees, or if 
Halsik is just going to be working on his computer by himself. 
We have a lot of questions, but the primary one is what consti- 
tutes a television station.” 

Questions remain unanswered — but my brief encounter with 
Halsik did leave me convinced that there is no big television sta- 
tion coming to 94th Street, and that Halsik is, as Time-Wamer 
contends, only a self-employed, work-from-home guy. 

This became clear when Yellow Hooker rang the television 
maverick’s doorbell at 10 am in hopes of speaking with the man 
(and maybe get a peak at our new community station, too). 

“I can’t talk right now. I was sleeping and you woke me up,” 
a visibly irritated Halsik said. “Give me your business card, and 
I will give you a call later.” 

He never called, but I walked away convinced that the bull- 
dozers should get on with their work and that Gamil Halsik 
should be allowed to carry on. If nothing else, Yellow Hooker 
understands that Halsik is the living, breathing, embodiment of 
the American Dream. 

Sleeping until 10 am on a Monday morning? American 
dream, indeed. 


THE KITCHEN SINK 

Congrats to our pals, Carmine and Sharon Santa Maria. 

The president and vice president of the Bensonhurst West 
End Community Council just welcomed their latest grandkid 
into the world. Dean Christian Santa Maria the son of 
Carl and Lori Santa Maria was bom April 30 at Long Is- 
land College Hospital in Cobble Hill and weighed 8 pounds, 7 
ounces. Carl is principal at PS 1 53 on Avenue T. . . . Nellie Bly 
amusement park is dead — but only in name. A new kiddie cen- 
ter will reopen in the same Bensonhurst location next week un- 
der the less-inspired moniker. Adventures Entertainment. 
It’s along Shore Parkway at the foot of 18th Avenue. . . . Gris- 
wold's Pub finally closed for good on Saturday. The great rib 
shrine will soon become, you guessed it, a bank. . . . The build- 
ing that housed the Loft restaurant at 9101 Third Ave. was sold 
for $1.8 million and sources tell The Stoop it will be demol- 
ished. Does Victoria Hofmo know? ... No one enjoys the 
golden years more than state Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay 
Ridge). Golden is hosting his annual senior fair on May 3 at St. 
Patrick's Gymnasium (9511 Fourth Ave.). ... Danzas, at 
6205 18th Ave., has a great marinara sauce, but the chicken in 
our source’s Chicken Parmesan platter was re-heated. How 
did our source know? He saw it happen. . . . Some of the ball- 
fields near Shore Road Park will soon be refurbished and 
covered over with artificial turf, which some local papers called 
‘Toxic Turf” after Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum put out 
a press release. A little research reveals such coverage to be a bit 
alarmist. The truth is that the amount of the supposed cancer- 
causing agent — polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon — is actually 
harmless at the level used in the turf. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


More stoop coverage at 
www.BrooklynPaper.com 



Sister Act 2: Nab sib in tot slay 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The sister of the Bay Ridge woman who alleged- 
ly smothered her newborn baby girl and then left 
her outside to die is now facing charges of her own. 

District Attorney Charles Hynes announced last 
week that a grand jury had indicted Andria Sergio, 
27, of disposing of the body of the newborn that 
her sister allegedly smothered. 

She was also charged with hindering a prosecu- 
tion in the first, second and third degrees. All to- 
gether, she’s facing seven years in jail. 

“Initially, she was only charged with moving the 
body,” a source at the District Attorney’s office said. 
“But after looking at all the evidence, the grand jury 
added the charges of hindering the prosecution.” 

Setgio pleaded not guilty at last Wednesday’s ar- 
raignment. A date for trial has been set for June 19. 


The news comes only two weeks after the sis- 
ter, Laura Sergio, 25, was indicted for murdering 
her newborn by allegedly smothering it with a 
towel shortly after giving birth on April 6. 

Sergio’s lawyer Thomas Cascione, who has not 
responded to requests for comment, insisted at Laura 
Sergio’s arraignment earlier this month that his client 
never thought she was pregnant — and didn’t know 
what was happening, even after she gave birth. 

Hynes believes the sisters had no excuse, espe- 
cially since New York State law protects mothers 
who want to give up unwanted newborns. 

“Pregnant women who do not want to keep 
their babies need to realize that there is a program, 
Baby Safe Haven, that allows them to legally 
leave their unharmed newborns at hospitals, fire- 
houses, and churches throughout Brooklyn,” 
Hynes said. — Lysiak 


It is unquestionable that this 
work needs to be done,” Con- 
dren said. “I have no doubts 
that 86th Street businesses will 
continue to thrive despite the 
disturbance.” 

Condren also mentioned that 
he was impressed that the De- 
sign and Construction Depart- 
ment will issue a monthly “re- 
construction newsletter” that will 
keep area merchants updated. 

But Ridgites have a good 
memory. These projects don’t al- 
ways go according to schedule. 
A city water- and sewer-line re- 
placement at the comer of 92nd 
Street and Fort Hamilton Park- 
way took 18 months — six 
months longer than promised. 

“That was a mess,” said 
Beckmann. “Let’s hope this 
time there is 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Merchants along 86th 
Street who hoped that a pro- 
posed two-year water main re- 
placement project would be 
done in two segements didn’t 
get everything they asked for 
— but officials did promise to 
finish the job six months 
ahead of schedule. 

The project, which will re- 
place water mains from Shore 
Road to Gatling Place, is now 
slated for completion by autumn 
2008 instead of April 2009. 

“These water mains really 
need to be replaced,” said Com- 
munity Board 10 District Man- 
ager Josephine Beckmann. “In 
Bay Ridge, we have a very old 
infrastructure.” 

The expedited timetable 
pleased many, but some were 
taking a wait-and-see approach. 

“I am still concerned about 
the overall impact of the proj- 
ect,” said Councilman Vince 
Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) said. “It 
will be something we keep a 
close eye on.” 

Gentile and other area lead- 
ers said the lengthy project 
should be broken up. 

“While this plan represents 
an improvement over the previ- 
ous one, residents and small 
business owners still have legit- 
imate concerns about it,” said 
Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay 
Ridge). “We all agree that the 
ideal option is for the project to 
be divided into two phases.” 
The 18-month renovation of 
86th Street will begin in the 
next few weeks as sidewalks 


enue and 86th Street. Like many storeowners, Lykourezos is worried about an 18-month sew- 
er-repair project that is about to begin. 


will be tom-up for work on an 
underground water main. 

Pols and community leaders 
met last Thursday with the city 
departments of Transportation, 
Environmental Protection, and 
Design and Construction to re- 
mind the bureaucrats that tear- 
ing up the sidewalk will hamper 
local businesses. 

That reminder not only led to 
the expedited repair schedule, 
but also a promise to put an 


“overlay” on the sidewalk so that 
the flow of foot traffic is unim- 
peded when construction is not 
actively going on. 

News of the compromise 
didn’t alleviate the concerns of 
all local merchants, especially 
those who depend on their out- 
door sidewalk cafes. 

“Between the costs of 
lawyers and fees in trying to 
figure out what to do, this is just 
killing me,” said Leo Lykoure- 


zos, who owns Casa Calamari 
on 86th Street and Third Av- 
enue, and also supported a two- 
phase project. “But what choice 
do we have? I’ll just have to 
take it day by day.” 

No one likes construction, 
but the work is a necessary evil, 
according to Patrick Condren, 
executive director of the Bay 
Ridge Business Improvement 
District. 

“We are talking about a wa- 
ter main that was built in 1896. 
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Police seek pervert in bizarre attack 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Talk about a real-life night- 

A teenager awoke on April 28 
to find a freak fondling her 
while she lay in bed inside her 
Clinton Street home, police said. 

The 17-year-old was startled 
from her slumber around 9:30 
am by the feeling of someone 
grabbing her breasts. When she 
opened her eyes, a stranger was 
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at her bedside. He fled when he 
realized she was awake. 

But the man’s mad dash 
from the building, near Atlantic 
Avenue, led him past the vic- 
tim’s grandfather, who hap- 
pened to be in the lobby. When 
the 60-year-old asked the 
stranger if he was a delivery 
person, the man replied that he 
lived there — but continued out 
the door. 

Police have forensic evi- 
dence, and are searching for a 
black man around age 25. He 
was described as being 5-foot-6 
and 160-pounds, wearing blue 
jeans, a dark blue jacket and a 
light blue skullcap. 

Subway heist 

A woman was thrown to the 
concrete and robbed by a trio of 
teens as she tried to enter the 
subway system at Smith and 
Bergen streets on April 22, po- 
lice said. 

The 22-year-old was heading 
to the F train around 10:30 pm 
when the thieves ran down the 
stairs behind her. She was head- 
ed through the turnstile when 
they threw her to the ground 
and grabbed her bag. 

The bag held a pair of shoes 
worth $200, along with a tank 
top and sweatpants from Victo- 
ria’s Secret, valued at $30 to- 
gether. The victim was only 
able to describe one of her at- 
tackers, a black man, 6-foot-l , 
wearing a yellow jacket. The 
other thieves were female. 

Goodwill grab 

How low can you go? 

A senior citizen lost her 
pocketbook on April 27 to a 
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thief who snatched it from her 
shopping cart inside a Goodwill 
store on Livingston Street, po- 
lice said. 

The 79-year-old victim was 
examining the clothing at the 
second-hand shop, at Bond 
Street, when the thief struck, at 
around 11:30 am. One minute 
her bag was in the cart, the next 
it was gone. 

The woman found her purse 
inside the store’s dressing room, 
but the wallet inside was gone. 
The black billfold held her New 
York driver’s license, various 
credit cards, $60 and a bank 
check for $800 more. 

Buggy blues 

Thieves snatched two 
women’s wallets from their 
baby strollers — both inside 
upscale Court Street franchises 
— in the past week, police said. 

On April 25, a Queens 


woman left her purse on her 
baby’s carriage when she 
ducked into a second-floor rest- 
room at a bookstore chain on 
Court Street, near Schermer- 
hom Street. The thief took ad- 
vantage of her 4 pm pit stop 
and snatched the billfold. 

The victim lost $70, a $500 
check, her New York driver’s 
license, and various credit 
cards, along with the black 
leather wallet. 

And on April 27, a woman 
suffered a similar fate inside a 
Court Street coffeehouse fran- 
chise, near Joralemon Street. 
The 35-year-old woman visited 
the chain shop, at Joralemon 
Street, around 5:15 pm. 

She paid for her beverage, 
stowed the wallet inside the 
stroller, and sat down at a table. 
But by the time she left the 
store, the wallet had disap- 
peared. 


The billfold held charge and 
credit cards, a Wisconsin dri- 
ver’s license, Zip Car rental in- 
formation and $80. 

Food swipe 

Talk about desperate. 

A boy walking home on 
Warren Street on April 26 lost 
his dinner to a trio of teenage 
thugs, police said. 

The 14-year-old was near a 
pet store, between Court and 
Smith streets, when the trio 
jumped him, around 9 pm. One 
thief insisted, “Empty your 
pockets and drop your food.” 

The youngster did so, and 
the robbers snatched up the 
food and ran off. 

One was a white Hispanic 
boy, around age 16, 5-foot-9 
and 140 pounds, with short hair, 
a black jacket, black jeans and 
black sneakers, cops said. De- 
tails on the other thieves — or 
the victim’s dinner — were not 
available. 

Yu-gi-oh! 

A posse of teens held an old- 
er boy at knifepoint for his col- 


Graffiti clean-up 

By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

You don’t have to be arrested to do community service. 

Now that the weather is nice, the 88th Precinct is looking 
for volunteers to help remove graffiti from all over the neigh- 
borhood. 

“It’s nice to be outside,” said 88th Precinct Community 
Affairs Officer Varlos Brathwaite. He said the call to arms is 
not a response to a “sudden surge” in graffiti, but rather “just 
something that’s been stepped up in the past two or three 

The precinct is also asking residents to report any new 
graffiti, which volunteers — and perps — will power- wash 
and remove, free of charge. 

If community service or good weather aren’t motivation 
enough, there is always the money: rewards of up to $500 
are available to people who report graffiti vandalism in 
progress, or whose tips lead to a conviction. All calls are con- 
fidential. 

Observers should dial 911 if they see someone tagging a 
building; they can also report existing graffiti, or tips on past 
crimes, to the city’s graffiti task force through 311 . To volun- 
teer, or request clean-up help, call the 88th Precinct at (718) 
636-6511. 


lection of Japanese game cards 
as they rode in a subway over 
the Manhattan Bridge on April 
28, police said. 

The 18-year-old victim got 
on the Manhattan-bound Q 
train at Kings Highway. When 
the other teens boarded the 
train, at Atlantic Avenue, one of 
them menacingly flicked open a 
switchblade. Once the train 
eased onto the bridge, around 9 
pm, the thug opened the blade 

“Give me the cards. It’s not 
worth losing your life over,” the 
armed teen said. The victim had 
to agree, and turned over multi- 
ple packs of the Yu-gi-oh! cards. 
The teenage thugs detrained at 
Canal Street and ran off. 

The victim could describe 
only the knifeman in detail; he 
was a black boy, around 6-foot-l 
and 210 pounds, with a red jacket 
and red hat. 

The 80 cards, which are used 
for a game developed in Japan 
(and inspired several TV shows 
and two movies), were valued at 
$500. 


Fossella's Fried Green plan 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Enough freedom fries will 
turn any pol green. 

Just ask Rep. Vito Fossella 
(R-Bay Ridge), who wants to en- 

used frying oil and turn it into an 
environmentally safe fuel. 

On Monday, Fossella traveled 
to Yellow Hook, a bar and grill 
popular with local conservatives, 
to announce legislation that 
would double the tax credit — 
from 50 cents a gallon to $1 — 
for the makers of the so-called 
“biodiesel” fuel, whose raw ma- 
terial is the grease in which 
restaurants fry calamari, French 
fries and other deep-fat delights. 

To highlight his support for 
the bill, Fossella even got be- 
hind the fryers with Yellow 
Hook Chef Eugene McConnell. 

“It is no pie-in-the-sky idea,” 
Fossella said. “This futuristic 
technology is here and now.” 
Fossella noted that biodiesel 
is already being used on Staten 
Island and the rest of the city by 
the Parks Department to power 
its 650 diesel-operated vehicles 


and equipment. 

“We are all sensitive to the 
environment, and this is one 
way to reduce our reliance on 
foreign oil,” added Fossella, 
whose prior commitment to the 
environment has been ques- 
tioned by such groups as the 
League of Conservation Voters, 
which said Fossella supported 
the group 1 1 percent of the time 
in 2005; and Republicans for 
Environmental Protection, which 
gave Fossella a 17-percent rat- 
ing in the same year. 

The goal of Fossella’s bill is 
to encourage restaurants — 
which currently pay private 
companies to dispose of their 
grease — to partner with fledg- 
ling biodiesel manufacturers, 
who may eventually pay the 
restaurants for their liquid gold. 

The bill is needed, Fossella 
said, because the cost of 
biodiesel production is still high- 
er than the cost of producing 
standard fuel. In 2005 , it cost 67 
cents to produce a gallon of reg- 
ular diesel, compared with about 
$1.41 to produce a gallon of 
biodiesel from from restaurant 
grease, Fossella’s office said. 



Rep. Vito Fossella 


Biodiesel is a cleaner-burn- 
ing alternative made from any 
fat or vegetable oil, produced 
by removing glycerol through a 
chemical process called transes- 
terification. Cars that run on a 
pure form of biodiesel belch out 
50 percent fewer ozone-deplet- 
ing hydrocarbons, virtually no 
sulfates (which contribute to 
acid rain), and nearly half the 
carbon monoxide as conven- 
tional diesel vehicles. 

One of Yellow Hook’s chefs 
said he was all for the Fossella 
bill. 

“It is pretty simple: we store 
the grease, and a truck comes to 
pick it up,” said McConnell. 
“Before you would even have 
to pay someone to take it away, 
and now you can get paid.” 

Vito Fossella is certainly no 
stranger to fried foods. In 2003, 
the fifth-term Congressman got 
on the bandwagon to start call- 
ing French fries “freedom fries” 
as part of a symbolic show of 
unity against France’s opposition 
to Fossella-backed war in Iraq. 

But now he has a more im- 
portant use for the oil that creates 
those delicious freedom fries. 
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Letters support 9th St bicycle path 


ie lane of traffic in each direction on 
Ninth Street and replace them with left- 
turn bays and install bilte lanes on each 
side of the street. Virtually every letter 
was in favor of the city plan. 

To the editor, 

My family applauds the De- 
partment of Transportation’s 
plan to install bike lanes on 
Ninth Street in Park Slope 
(“Ninth Street freezeout: 
Neighbor vs. neighbor on bike 
lane plan,” April 21). 

As car-free residents of Park 
Slope, we use our bikes for 
transportation, not just recre- 


Celebrate Mother's Day 



ation, and we depend on the 
safety of bike lanes for protec- 
tion from the increasing crush of 
city traffic. We cannot allow the 
parochial interests of a few 
Ninth Street residents to stand in 
the way of an enlightened proj- 
ect that would benefit everyone. 

David Alquist, Park Slope 
To the editor: 

I am a Park Slope resident 
who uses Ninth Street frequent- 
ly, both as a bicycle commuter 
and as a motorist. 

My morning [bicycle] com- 
mute is a dangerous one, as I try 
to squeeze by in the right lane, 
avoiding suddenly opening 
doors and frequently double- 

I also use Ninth Street as my 
driving route to the Brooklyn- 
Battery Tunnel. The wide street 
is the only sure way to be able 
to pass by garbage trucks and 


delivery tracks that usually clog 
the adjacent side streets. 

The city plan for a single 
travel lane and left turn lanes 
will greatly alleviate this speed- 
ing problem, making the route 
safer for everyone. 

Roger Westerman, Park Slope 
To the editor, 

I understand a motorist’s frus- 
tration when his car is stuck be- 
hind a cyclist on a narrow street. 
But as a cyclist, I’m frustrated, 
too. I don’t enjoy being stressed 
out by a driver bearing down on 
me and honking the horn. 

We need to put bike lanes on 
streets like Ninth Street that are 
large enough to safely accom- 
modate both bikes and cars, 
which may actually help mini- 
mize the number of bikes on the 
more narrow streets. 

The fear that a bike lane will 
encourage bike riding is well 


founded. Of course it will. But 
what’s to fear? Bike riding is 
healthy, efficient and non-pol- 
luting. Biking should be en- 
couraged and bikes need safe 
routes throughout the city. 

Christina Kelly, Cobble Hill 
To the editor, 

Kudos to Nica Lalli for see- 
ing the light at the end of the 
bike lane (“One driver for the 
bike lane,” Park Slope Edition, 
April 21). It’s encouraging that 
the Department of Transporta- 
tion sees the lanes as a non-ne- 
gotiable safety e 
a response 1 
concerns growing out of the 
Dizzy’s crash in 2005. 

Steven O'Neill, Prospect Hts 
To the editor, 

As a bicycle commuter who 
rides about 10 miles each way 
from Mill Basin to Lower Man- 
hattan, I am strongly in favor of 


bike lanes and traffic-calming 
measures on Ninth Street that 
will make the street safer for 
cyclists and pedestrians. 

This street is heavily used by 
recreational users (joggers, cy- 
clists, roller bladers, walkers) in 
Prospect Park and bicycle com- 
muters, and therefore it is logi- 
cal for the city to make Ninth 
Street more hospitable to these 

Even though I do own a car 
and sometimes drive on Ninth 
Street, I believe it is important 
: designs take into ac- 
the needs of pedestrians, 
cyclists, etc., and not just the 
needs of automobiles. 

Murray Lantner, Mill Basin 
To the editor, 

The proposed plan for Ninth 
Street will enhance safety for 
pedestrians and bicyclists, while 
adding turning lanes for vehicle 


to allow for the more orderly 
flow of traffic. There is simply 
no downside to this plan. 

Gary Eckstein, Park Slope 

To the editor, 

I’m thrilled to see the plan to 
get Ninth Street organized. Sim- 
ply crossing the street is a nerve- 
racking experience when you 
hear a reving engine from a block 

No doubt the parents of all the 
kids now in strollers will appreci- 
ate the added safety as they start 
riding bikes together. 

Katie Gallagher, Park Slope 

To the editor, 

Improvements like this en- 
courage people to get around in a 
more healthy way and raise pub- 
lic awareness about cycling and 
the presence of cyclists on the 
streets, and their calming effect 
improves safety for everyone. 

Ed Throckmorton, Park Slope 


Montgomery woman mugged at home 
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By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Montgomery Place resi- 
dent was attacked in her lobby 
on April 24 by two thugs who 
claimed to be looking for a 
man named “Tony” on the 
third floor, police said. 

The 30-year-old woman re- 
turned to her home, near Eighth 
Avenue, around 9:30 pm. A 
man came in the door behind 
her and said he was looking for 
another resident. Suddenly, the 
stranger pushed her to the floor 
and held her down while his fe- 
male assistant grabbed her 
purse. The pair fled, leaving the 
victim, uninjured but sprawled 
on the ground. 

Police are looking for a 5- 
foot-6 black woman, who was 
last seen in blue jeans, white 
sneakers and a white tank top; 
and a 5-foot-6, bald black man, 
who wore a tan baseball hat, a 
brown leather jacket, blue jeans 
and white sneakers. 

The pair escaped with her 
credit cards, Georgia driver’s li- 
cense, an iPod, a Treo cell- 
phone and her yellow purse. 

Traffic tussle 

Traffic in and around Park 
Slope is enough to make any- 
one’s blood boil. But not all 
drivers take their frustrations 
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daughter, who police said beat 
another woman in the head 
with the tire-changing tool after 
an April 26 dispute on Second 
Avenue, near 14th Street. 

Police arrested the 35-year- 
old parent and her 20-year-old 
daughter after the 3:30 pm at- 
tack at the site of a traffic slow- 
down. The pair, driving in a 
1998 Oldsmobile, now faces 
multiple assault charges. 

The 35-year-old victim said 
the pair hunted her down with the 
iron bar and that the traffic condi- 
tions “caused the perps’ rage,” ac- 
cording to police. The woman 
suffered head injuries, but was 
able to direct Police Officer Jim- 
my Jeanmary to her attackers. 

Elistro bust 

Clearly, he wasn’t coming 
for the steak frites. 

Police arrested a 24-year-old 
man after workers cornered him 
in the basement of a Fifth Av- 
enue French restaurant on April 
28. 

The suspect, who now faces 
burglary charges, allegedly 
sneaked through a side door of 
the bistro, near Carroll Street, 
just before 9 pm. The door led 
to a basement, where staff 
found him cowering in a comer. 
When police arrested the man, 


he had $187 and five Metro- 
cards in his pockets. Some of 
the cash and one of the cards is 
believed to have been stolen 
from a worker at the Fifth Av- 
enue eatery. 

Buggy blues 

A Park Slope woman shop- 
ping for children’s clothing had 
her wallet stolen from her 
stroller while inside a Seventh 
Avenue shop on April 23, po- 
lice said. 

The 32-year-old was in a kid’s 
store between President and 
Union streets, around 2 pm, when 
the theft happened. She had her 
wallet tucked into a bag on the 
back of the buggy, and said she 
turned away for only a moment, 
when the wallet disappeared. 

The brown leather billfold 
held credit cards, her video and 
health club memberships, a So- 
cial Security card, and her Ger- 
man ID card and driver’s license. 
She was not carrying cash. 

Keyed-up 

A livery driver snatched a 
costly key-making machine 
from a Fifth Avenue hardware 
shop on April 24, police said. 

A 34-year-old worker in the 
store, near Ninth Street, said the 
cabbie came in around 1 pm and 


asked them to copy a key for him. 
The man programmed the ma- 
chine and made the key, as direct- 
ed. But instead of taking the key 
alone, the driver snatched the en- 
tire machine and drove off in a 
dark-green Mercury sedan with a 
beige top. 

Police are looking for a light- 
skinned 5-foot-5 Hispanic man, 
around 40 years old, who wore 
black shoes and a black coat 
that day. The machine — a 
StratTec Code Seeker — is val- 
ued at $4,399. 

Big-dollar burg 

For a petty thief, it was a 
mother lode. 

A burglar managed to score 
electronics and jewelry valued 
at over $4,100 from an apart- 
ment on 12th Street on April 23, 


The thief sneaked into the 
third-floor abode, in a building 
near Eighth Avenue, between 
9:30 am and 7:30 pm. He broke 
the front door lock and made off 
with an Apple laptop, an iPod, a 
Sony Playstation, a game con- 
sole, a pair of hoop earrings 
with stones, a pearl necklace, a 
leather wallet and $25 in coins, 
police said. 

Smash and grab 

Someone destroyed hundreds 
of dollars’ worth of collectables 
and stole cash and electronics 
from a Butler Street basement 
on April 23, police said. 

The burglar sneaked into the 
cellar of the home, near Nevins 
Street, between 4 pm and 5:30 
pm. Once inside, he smashed 
the owner’s personal items and 
made off with a camcorder, a 
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Disguise master 
cashes $30,000 
at ‘auto shop’ 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


A man created a new identity 
for himself before swindling his 
victim out of almost $30,000. 

The 44-year-old victim no- 
ticed the cash missing when he 
checked his bank statement at 6 
pm on April 7, and immediately 
called the cops. 

Police say the man first went 
into the Fifth Avenue and 75th 
Street bank and asked for a 
cashier’s check in the amount 
of $29,620. 

When the teller asked for 
identification, the perp pulled 
out a fake driver’s license with 
his picture, but the victim’s 
identity. 

The check was issued and 
then immediately cashed at an 
“auto store,” according to the 
victim’s bank statement. But 
when cops tried to track the 
phone number, they discovered 

Chevy trick 

A thief who pretended that 
he was falling off the steps of a 
bus swiped the wallet of a 
Good Samaritan as she tried to 
help him regain his balance on 
April 25. 

Cops say the pratfalling perp 
bumped into the 22-year-old 
victim at the comer of Fifth Av- 
enue and 86th Street at around 
4:20 pm. 

He made off with two debit 
cards, a Victoria’s Secret credit 
card, and a $20 Barnes and No- 
ble gift card. 

Map missing 

A navigation system, along 
with some other expensive ac- 
cessories, was stolen from a van 
on April 3. 

The 26-year-old victim was 
awakened by his car alarm at 
5:20 am, so he looked out the 
window to see a perp jumping 
out of his 1994 Chevy Astrovan 
and into a green Celica that 
quickly sped off from the crime 
scene, which was on Second 
Avenue near 95th Street. 

The perp made off with 
$3,569 worth of goods, includ- 
ing a navigation system. 

Perp no pay pal 

An unknown perp made 
$4,000 in online purchases after 
stealing a 27-year-old woman’s 
identity on April 14. 

The woman discovered the 
fraud when one of her credit card 
companies notified her of suspi- 
cious activity on her account. 

Police say the largest pur- 
chases were set up through a 
Paypal account and that the 
stolen goods were delivered to 
an apartment on Third Avenue 
and Third Street — nowhere 
near the woman’s home on 
Colonial Road and 79th Street. 


62nd Precinct 


Afternoon stroll 

A woman’s leisurely walk 
along 18 th Avenue was ruined 
when a thug snatched her purse 
on April 29. 

The victim was near 62nd 
Street at around 3 pm, when 
someone came from behind her 
and swiped the handbag. 

The pocketbook contained 
more than $1,500, plus credit 
and debit cards, police said. 


Unchained bike 

A middle-aged man had his 
bike stolen after leaving it un- 
chained outside a 19th Avenue 
home on April 29. 

The 46-year-old man left the 
home, which is near 79th 
Street, at around 3 pm. He re- 
turned to notice that someone 
had taken his bike — and the 
wallet and cellphone that he 
had laid on top of it. 

Thief caught 

A woman attempting to rob a 
Bay Parkway department store 
on April 27 was later caught by 
the entrance doors with a car- 
riage full of goods. 

Store guards caught the wo- 
man at around 6 pm after she 
had somehow gotten past the 
checkout area with the items. 

The $1,122 in goods were 
returned to the store, which is 
near Cropsey Avenue. 

Finger stick-up 

An 18 th Avenue pharmacy 
was robbed at finger point on 
April 27, when a thug simulat- 
ed a handgun with a plastic bag. 

It all went down around 5 
am within the pharmacy, which 
is near 65th Street. The perp 
came into the drug store de- 
manding money, and when the 
cashier refused, he pulled out 
the ever-dangerous plastic-bag- 
covered finger. Apparently, the 
digit was enough to scare cus- 
tomers and employees, who 
handed over $1 ,200 in cash and 
coins, police said. 

The thief hoped into a blue 
minivan and sped down 64th 

Evening mug 

A trio of thugs attacked and 
mugged a man as he walked 
home from an 18 th Avenue 
video chain on April 26 — but 
they didn’t batter him so much 
that he couldn’t later help cops 
nab two of them. 

The 20-year-old victim was on 
78th Street, near 20th Avenue, at 
around 6:30 pm when two guys 
and one girl approached him. The 
threesome proceeded to choke 
and punch him, knocking him to 
the ground. Next, the thugs 
snatched his bag, which con- 
tained $130, including his credit 
and debit cards, police said. 

Police later caught the girl 
and one of the thugs, and the 
victim positively identified them. 

Trunk travesty 

A man who had parked his 
truck on Cropsey Avenue re- 
turned hours later to discover 
thieves had stolen the tailgate 
door off the back of the vehicle. 

The 55-year-old man discov- 
ered the unusual robbery at 
around noon on April 23. The 
truck had been parked near Bay 
16th Street. After calling the 
manufacturer, the victim told 
police that the rear lift gate was 
worth $2,500. 

Fur follies 

Five fancy fur coats — val- 
ued at $12,500 — are missing 
from an 86th Street fur store. 

The owner first discovered 
the filched furs on April 17 dur- 
ing a routine inventory at the 

enue. The owner told police 
that he suspects his employee 
was involved in the heist be- 
cause they were alone in the 
store the previous day. 

No charges have been filed 
against the employee — yet. 
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Fossella’s fried green proposal 


Rep. wants 
to spur bio- 
diesel fuel 

By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Enough freedom fries will 
turn any pol green. 

Just ask Rep. Vito Fossella 
(R-Bay Ridge), who wants to en- 
courage restaurants to take their 
used frying oil and turn it into an 
environmentally safe fuel. 

On Monday, Fossella traveled 
to Yellow Hook, a bar and grill 
popular with local conservatives, 
to announce legislation that 
would double the tax credit — 
from 50 cents a gallon to $1 — 
for the makers of the so-called 
“biodiesel” fuel, whose raw ma- 
terial is the grease in which 
restaurants fry calamari, French 
fries and other deep-fat delights. 

To highlight his support for 
the bill, Fossella even got be- 
hind the fryers with Yellow 
Hook Chef Eugene McConnell. 

“It is no pie-in-the-sky idea,” 
Fossella said. “This futuristic 
technology is here and now.” 
Fossella noted that biodiesel 
is already being used on Staten 
Island and the rest of the city by 
the Parks Department to power 
its 650 diesel-operated vehicles 
and equipment. 

“We are all sensitive to the 
environment, and this is one 
way to reduce our reliance on 


Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) gets behind the fryer at Yellow Hook bar in Bay Ridge to pro- 
mote his bill that would encourage the creation of more biodiesel fuel. 


foreign oil,” added Fossella, 
whose prior commitment to the 
environment has been ques- 
tioned by such groups as the 
League of Conservation Voters, 
which said Fossella supported 
the group 11 percent of the time 
in 2005; and Republicans for 


Environmental Protection, which 
gave Fossella a 17-percent rat- 
ing in the same year. 

The goal of Fossella’s bill is 
to encourage restaurants — 
which currently pay private 
companies to dispose of their 
grease — to partner with fledg- 


ling biodiesel manufacturers, 
who may eventually pay the 
restaurants for their liquid gold. 

The bill is needed, Fossella 
said, because the cost of 
biodiesel production is still high- 
er than die cost of producing 
standard fuel. In 2005, it cost 67 


cents to produce a gallon of reg- 
ular diesel, compared with about 
$1.41 to produce a gallon of 
biodiesel from from restaurant 
grease, Fossella’s office said. 

Biodiesel is a cleaner-burn- 
ing alternative made from any 
fat or vegetable oil, produced 
by removing glycerol through a 
chemical process called transes- 
terification. Cars that run on a 
pure form of biodiesel belch out 
50 percent fewer ozone-deplet- 
ing hydrocarbons, virtually no 
sulfates (which contribute to 
acid rain), and nearly half the 
carbon monoxide as conven- 
tional diesel vehicles. 

One of Yellow Hook’s chefs 
said he was all for the Fossella 
bill. 

“It is pretty simple: we store 
the grease, and a truck comes to 
pick it up,” said McConnell. 
“Before you would even have 
to pay someone to take it away, 
and now you can get paid.” 

Vito Fossella is certainly no 
stranger to fried foods. In 2003, 
the fifth-term Congressman got 
on the bandwagon to start call- 
ing French fries “freedom fries” 
as part of a symbolic show of 
unity against France’s opposition 
to Fossella-backed war in Iraq. 

portant use for the oil that creates 
those delicious freedom fries. 

“The bill is a win-win situa- 
tion for both the restaurant op- 
erator, who now has another vi- 
able option for the disposal of 
old oil, as well as the general 
public, who benefit from ener- 
gy conservation,” Fossella said. 
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We made room for your TV 
before you did. 

NEW YORK KEEPS GROWING. More people. More housing. More businesses. That means more energy to run more 
computers, air conditioners and refrigerators. More energy to light more lights, charge more cell phones and power 
all the other necessities that energize our lives. Con Edison is growing too. We’re working to strengthen and expand our 
delivery system so the power is there whenever you want it. In fact, we’re investing $7.5 billion over the next five years 
in new substations, transformers, more than 11,000 miles of new cable and other improvements to provide safe, 
reliable service now and well into the future. Learn more about how we’re building for New York at www.conEd.com. 
And remember to call us at 1-800-75-CONED or visit us online to report any problem with your service. 
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Meet 

the 

new 

Yards 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s back to the drawing 
board for the Atlantic Yards 
— they wish. 

Armed with a digital projec- 
tor and a lot of lung power, a 
group of planning wonks came 
together last Saturday to create 
a new development at the At- 
lantic Yards site in the (unlike- 
ly) event that the various law- 
suits aimed at blocking Ratner’s 
$4-billion residential, retail, of- 
fice and arena project succeed. 



forward,” 

Councilwoman 
Letitia James (D- 
Prospect Heights), who attend- 
ed the event, which was mod- 
eled after the “UNITY” 
planning forums she organized 
in 2005. 

Those planning forums cre- 
ated a rival bid for the Yards 
site, the Extell Development 
plan, which was rejected by the 
state (in a sham process, Yards 
opponents say). 

This time around, seven-hour 
think-fest was sponsored by the 
Council of Brooklyn Neighbor- 
hoods, a coalition of 26 civic 
groups, and the Center for Com- 
munity Planning and Develop- 
ment at Hunter College. 

The resulting “New Unity” 
plan resembles Atlantic Yards 
— but with smaller buildings, 
an Atlantic Avenue with a 
planted median, a hotel in a re- 
stored Ward Bakery building, 
more affordable housing, a 
manufacturing area, artists’ stu- 
dios — no big box retail, no su- 
perblocks, more open space and 
no — they repeat, no — arena. 

In other words, it doesn’t re- 
semble Atlantic Yards at all. 


ROOF 

Continued from page 1 

Michaels added. 

Nonetheless, in the wake of 
the accident, Councilmember 
David Yassky (D-Brooklyn 
Heights) reminded state offi- 
cials that they’d promised to 
hire a construction overseer 
who would “be responsible and 
accountable.” 

“This was a very serious ac- 
cident and there should be no 
construction or demolition ac- 
tivity at Atlantic Yards until that 
person is appointed,” Yassky 
added. 

An ESDC spokesman said 
that the agency is “still in the 
middle of a search for a moni- 
tor that will oversee construc- 

The spokesman, Errol Cock- 
field, added that the controver- 
sial consulting firm AKRF is 
serving as an “interim environ- 
mental monitor.” 

AKRF is the city-hired firm 
that recently issued a much-ma- 
ligned report that argued that 
seven houses on Duffield Street 
in Downtown Brooklyn could 
be tom down because they do 
not have a link to the Under- 
ground Railroad. 

“Oh, not that firm again,” 
said Councilwoman Letitia 
James (D-Prospect Heights) 
when told that AKRF was 
working at the Yards site. 

In addition to opposing Rat- 
ner’s mega-project, James also 
opposes a city plan to tear 
down the Duffield houses to 
make room for a parking lot for 
a proposed hotel. 

Despite the appointment of 
AKRF as interim monitor, 
James again called for a perma- 

“There is no one guarding 
the fox right now,” she said. 
“After the Ward Bakery col- 
lapse, there was a white sub- 
stance released into the air. No 
one knows what it is. Is it as- 
bestos? Is someone checking? 
The fact that we don’t know is 
a problem because we have 
children and families living 
around this site.” 

The accident at the tum-of-the- 
last-century bread factory oc- 
cuned just a few days after a judge 
refused to bar demolition work 
while several lawsuits against the 
entire project are pending. 

The next hearing in one of 
the cases was scheduled for 
May 3 — after this issue went 
to press (see www.BrooklynPa- 
per.com for an update on die le- 
gal fight against Atiantic Yards). 

With demolition halted on 
the Ward Bakery, Ratner’s 
wrecking crew made short 
work of three buildings this 

The three buildings — which 
stand between Dean Street and 
Fifth Avenue — were the still 
intact after an Atlantic Yards 
protest on April 23 . But a few 
days later, one of the buildings 
was gone and another was par- 
tially demolished. 
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I N THESE VERY PAGES , 
Smartmom inadvertently 
insulted her stepmother, 
MiMa Cat. It was the article 
about the Buddhist Haggadah. 
Smartmom neglected to men- 
tion that for many of the past 20 
years, MiMa Cat has prepared a 
delicious family Passover feast. 

A superlative cook, MiMa 
Cat cooks up tasty Seder classics 
like brisket, homemade matzoh 
ball soup, and noodle kugel. 
Yum. 

So it’s understandable that 
MiMa Cat felt sideswiped by 
Smartmom’s omission of her in 
her column. 

“You know, you hurt my 
feelings. I’ve made so many 
Passovers for all of us,” she told 
Smartmom a few weeks ago. 

The fact is: MiMa Cat is an 
incredibly huge part of her life, 
so Smartmom tried not to get 
defensive. But of course she 
was. “The article was about the 
Buddhist Haggadah. It wasn’t 
about you,” she told her on the 
verge of hyperventilation. 

But that wasn’t the point, 
and Smartmom knew it. She 
had, by omitting MiMa Cat, 
made her feel invisible. 

And that’s an awful feeling. 
And it got Smartmom to thinking 
about their relationship. They’ve 
definitely had their ups and 
downs but together they’ve creat- 
ed new family traditions — spe- 
cial birthday dinners, games of 
charades, and October weekend’s 
upstate — that are meaningful 
and fun to both of them. 


Step-parents occupy such a 
tricky spot. They are required to 
become part of something that 
existed before they came along. 
They’re supposed to blend to- 
gether like Skippy creamy 
peanut butter with people they 
barely know. 

Getting close to one’s step- 
mom can feel tike a betrayal of 
your actual mom. But not get- 
ting close to one’s step-mom 
can feel like a betrayal of your 
dad. 

It’s a lose-lose situation for 
children of divorce caught in 
that tug-of-war between then- 
parents. And step-moms have 
been singled out for particular 
scorn throughout popular cul- 
ture (“Cinderella,” anyone?). 

MiMa Cat is no wicked step- 


SMART 

mom 



By Louise Crawford 
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Smartmom and Hepcat o 
their wedding day. 


mother. She’s a beautiful, 
warm, funny, interesting person 
who has always been very kind 
to Smartmom. 

S MARTMOM first met 
MiMa Cat back in 1980, 
the year she graduated 
from college. Her parents sepa- 
rated in 1975, and her father 
and MiMa Cat were moving 
into an apartment in Brooklyn 
Heights. 

OK, so it was a little strange 
for Smartmom (then just Smart- 
daughter) to meet his father’s 
girlfriend. But she rose to the 
occasion with aplomb, and 
soon Smartmom, Diaper Diva, 
Groovy Grandpa and MiMa 
Cat were having weekly din- 
ners and occasional weekends 
at MiMa Cat’s beach house. 

Things soured a bit when 
Smartmom and Hepcat tied the 
knot after Smartmom’s mother 
wouldn’t allow MiMa Cat to 
come to the wedding. Smart- 
mom was angry and confused. 

She wanted to please her 
mother, but she certainly didn’t 
want to hurt MiMa Cat. Mostly, 
though, she didn’t want to be 
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involved in a proxy war be- 
tween her parents. 

It’s something divorced par- 
ents do all the time. And Smart- 
mom and MiMa Cat, like many 
step-moms and stepchildren, 
pay dearly. It nearly ruined 
Smartmom’s wedding and her 
relationship with MiMa Cat. 

What’s a girl to do? Some- 
one should write a how-to man- 
ual for stepparents and children 
of divorce or, at the very least, 
set up a support group. 

A ND THAT’S EXACTLY 
what one stepmother — 
call her Savvy Stepmom 
— did in Park Slope, creating a 
safe place where stepparents 

Smartmom spoke with 
Savvy Stepmom, who works as 
a doula and massage therapist. 
She moved in with her 
boyfriend a year ago and they 
want his 12-year-old daughter 
spend more time with them in 
Brooklyn. 

Six women and one man 
came to the first meeting of 
Brooklyn Step-parents at the 
Tea Lounge on Union Street. 
According to Savvy Stepmom, 
most of the women are preg- 
nant or have their own kids so 
they are dealing with blended 
families. A few of the people 
have step kids with ADD or 
ADHD and wanted to talk 
about those special challenges. 

And there was a lot of talk 
about exes. 

Everyone seemed to agree 
that trying to blend families is 
no walk down Seventh Avenue. 
In fact, it’s more like a murky 
swim in the Gowanus. 

For Savvy Stepmom, getting 
to know her stepdaughter hasn’t 
been easy. “I’m not a parent. 
I’m a stranger. We’re all forced 
into this difficult situation that 
we have to make the best of.” 
Savvy Stepmom is giving 
her stepdaughter a lot of time 
and space. “I try to put myself 
in her shoes. While I want her 
to love me, I don’t blame her 
for not loving me right away. 
But it’s hard to be rejected.” 
Savvy Stepmom remains 
hopeful. “One day, she will 
come around to see that I am a 
nice person and that I want to 
be her friend. I would love to be 
a positive influence in her life.” 
But it could be a long haul. 
Adolescence is a difficult time 
for children of divorce. They 
certainly don’t want to be disci- 
plined by their father’s wife. 

Savvy Stepmom remembers 
the hell she went through with 
her own step-mom when she 

“Now that I’m about to be a 
stepmother, I am writing my 
stepmother a Mother’s Day 
card to apologize and to tell her 
that I am now living through a 
similar situation. ‘Sorry for the 


attitude.’” 

Smartmom’s conversation 
with Savvy Stepmom made her 
want to call MiMa Cat up and 
make a lunch date. They need 
to have a talk about so many 

It’s been a long journey, but 
Smartmom knows that they are 
finally at the point where they 
love and trust one another 
enough to be able to share what 
they’ve been through and 
where they’re going. 

Smartmom Louise Crawford 
is hosting the Second Annual 
Brooklyn Blogfest on May 10 at 
8 pm at the Old Stone House (in 
JJ. Byrne Park, between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues and between 
Third and Fourth streets). 
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By Joshua Saul 
and Chris Varmus 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

I t’s a fact: people prefer Brooklyn. At least 
they do when they’re drinking. 

According to James Waller, Fort Greene 
resident and author of “Drinkology: The Art 
and Science of the Cocktail ,” 80 percent of the 
people he recently polled preferred sipping the 
Brooklyn to the better-known Manhattan. 

At a tasting event last week at Fort Greene’s 
Greene Grape liquor 
store, Waller mixed 
up versions of both 
cocktails and let the 
thirsty patrons decide. 

They overwhelmingly 
chose this borough’s 


DRINKING 


The original Man- 
hattan, according to 
Waller, was invented 
in the 1870s to honor 
Lady Sarah Churchill 

— Winston’s mother 

— who, despite being 
a resident of Brooklyn 
Heights, was having a 

patty thrown for her at the Manhattan Club. 

The drink was originally made with sweet 
vermouth, bourbon and bitters, but has 
changed over time, especially as rye has fallen 
out of (and recently back into) style. Waller 
kept the original version in mind, though, 
when creating the Brooklyn. He uses rye 
whiskey and sweet vermouth, but eschews bit- 
ters in favor of sugary maraschino liqueur. 

“It’s based on other recipes,” Waller told 
GO Brooklyn. “The other Brooklyn cocktail 
recipes I’ve read have called for Canadian 
whiskey, but I substituted rye as a nod to the 
original history of the Manhattan cocktail.” 
“Brooklynites can be proud of the fact that 


spirits: Clockwise from above, drinkers at the Greene Grape chat with James 
and Ramona Ponce, LeNell Smothers, Linda Swain pouring a Brooklyn at 
reBar and Kevin Mulvaney mixing his version at Fourth Avenue Pub. 

this cocktail is nearer the original version of created a high-octane version of the drink. 

" ' ' Over in Park Slope, the Fourth Avenue 

Pub has a more traditional version of the 
cocktail. “We didn’t invent the Brooklyn, 
though we kind of wish we did,” opined bar- 
tender and co-owner Kevin Mulvaney. “It’s 
a simple variation on the Manhattan. Just 
like Brooklyn the borough is to Manhattan 
— a little less sweet, a little more edgy, a lit- 
tle better.” 

Here, as with the traditional Manhattan, 
the Brooklyn is served with a maraschino 
cherry — but that is the only sweet element 
in the cocktail. You have to work for it, like a 
child powering through lima beans to get to 
dessert. You can’t have your cherry ’til you 
finish your bourbon. 

“The thing about a Manhattan,” Mulvaney 
said, “is sometimes the sweet vermouth can 


Manhattan than most Manhattans 
days,” he added. “I’m prejudiced — I live in 
and love Brooklyn, but the Manhattan is my 
favorite cocktail. I’m a biased guy.” 

The perfect cocktail, however, is something 
that people often have trouble agreeing on. 

“The Brooklyn is a favorite of mine,” said 
LeNell Smothers, the whiskey-wise owner of 
LeNell’s, Red Hook’s “wine and spirit bou- 
tique.” “I’m a bit disappointed in how many 
piss-poor versions ex- 
ist around Brooklyn.” 
Smothers cites a 
1910 article from the 
Washington Post that 
gives a gin-heavy 
recipe for the cock- 
tail as one example. 
“The article does not 
speak highly of this 
drink, quoting a bar- 
tender saying if he 
lived in Brooklyn, he 
might stick to beer 
rather than drink 
this,” she said. “Af- 
ter stumbling across 
this recipe, I figure there have been question- 
able versions for many, many years.” 

One of the newest cocktails to bear the bor- 
ough’s name is the Brooklyn at reBar, the pop- 
ular DUMBO watering hole. A far cry from 
the classic formula, however, reBar’s concoc- 
tion is better suited for a mug than a flask. 

“Everyone loves energy drinks to be able 
to stay up late, but this is a more elegant way 
to do it,” owner Jason Stevens told GO 
Brooklyn. His version of the drink is heavy 
on an aspect of the borough he’s particularly 
keen on — coffee. Mixing vanilla vodka with 
Kahlua, Frangelico and coffee, then garnish- 
ing the brew with roasted beans, Stevens has 


In the drink 

James Waller's "The Art and Science of 
the Cocktail" lays out this recipe for the 
Brooklyn. Deceptively simple, the 
recipe might be short on ingredients, 
but it's big on flavor and certainly packs 
a punch. 

11/2 ounces rye 
3/4 ounce sweet vermouth 
Dash maraschino liqueur 
Rim a chilled cocktail glass with a 
lemon twist. Combine the other ingre- 
dients in a mixing glass, with ice. Stir, 
and strain into the cocktail glass. Gar- 
nish with the twist. 

— from "The Art and Science of 
the Cocktail" by James Waller 


Drink it up 

The Brooklyn cocktail finally comes into its own 


mask the taste of the bourbon.” They make 
the Brooklyn with dry vermouth and a dash 
of bitters, a subtler combination that brings 
out the oaky, refined flavor of the bourbon. 

So, while not every bar in the borough has 
wised-up to the Brooklyn just yet, it’s only a 
matter of time. Gone will be the days where 
the proud local has only beer to order — and 
don’t let the possibility of an uninformed 
barkeep stop you from trying. “If you can 
make a margarita or a martini,” Linda 
Swain, a bartender at reBar told us, “you can 
make a Brooklyn.” 



Fast fashion 

When (he dust settled after BK Fashion Week(end) in 
March, we were left with one question: Where were all 
(he Williamsbuigers? 

This weekend, L-(rain types will find out for them- 
selves with the first “Williamsburg Fashion Weekend.” 
The three-day festival will feature local designers as well 
as live music, belly dancing and performance art. 

Event organizer Artur Arbit told GO Brooklyn that 
there is no way to compare what’s happening in 
Williamsburg with the fashions shown at BK Fashion 
Week(end). “We’re showing designers outside the 
mainstream,” he said. 

“This is Williamsburg, the most stylish place in the 
country,” said Arbit, “Yet we have [had] rock shows, 
but no fashion shows.” Not anymore. 

"Williamsburg Fashion Weekend" at Secret Pro- 
ject Robot (210 KentAve., at Metropolitan Avenue 
in Williamsburg) will take place May 4-6. Free. For 
information, visit www.secretprojectrobot.org. 

— Angela Caiman 
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illah in Bklyn 


It’s only three years old, but the Brooklyn Hip 
Hop Festival has scored big time, landing Ghostface 
Killah to headline the five-day event this June. 

The rapper, tr 
mous for his work with 
the Wu-Tang Clan, will 
perform for free. 

In the rap world, this is 
big news. 

“Ghostface has a cult 
following that’s as 
ball and colorful a: 
rapper himself,” said An- 
drew Simon, managing editor of Complex magazine. 

The New Yorker recently called Ghostface, who 
will perform on June 23, “the de-facto Wu-Tang stan- 
dard-bearer,” and described his voice as “a gorgeous 
instrument.” 

And you know, we always take our rap advice from 
(he New Yorker. 

Check out www.brooklynbodega.com for infor- 
mation. — Dana Rubinstein 




DINING 


Pig out 


On May 12, you’ll definitely want to hoof it over to 
Empire Fulton-Ferry State Park for the seventh annual 
Brooklyn Pigfest. Starting at 1 pm, the park will go 
barnyard with four expert barbeque teams, a trough’s 
worth of Brooklyn Brewery suds, and a performance by 
local bluegrass six-piece, the Cobble Hillbillies. 

“We start cooking on Friday morning,” said Water- 
front Alehouse owner Sam Barbieri. “It takes about 22 
hours to cook the whole pig, but it’s good practice for fu- 


Barbieri and his team are 
happy to work alongside the 
other pit masters at the event 
— from which all of the pro- 
ceeds are being donated to the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Conser- 
vancy — because “we’re not competing here, we’re 
complementing one anolher.” 

Though the price of admission might break a piggy 
bank, the entry ticket includes all the beer you can 
drink, making it a bit easier to wash down the heaps of 
meat and piles of sides. 

Brooklyn Pigfest will be held at the Tobacco 
Warehouse at Empire Fulton-Ferry State Park 
(Water and Dock streets in DUMBO) on May 12 
from 1-6 pm. Tickets are $75 in advance and $85 
on the day of the test. For information, visit 
www.brooklynbrewery.com. — Joe Pompeo 



Busy Chef helps you answer the "what's for dinner?" 
dilemma by offering wholesome, convenient, great- 
tasting meals you can feel good about eating and 
serving to your friends and family. 

Everything we make is not only delicious, it's good 
for you too. So stop in and pick up dinner and get 
to what's great about life., Irving: 

busyCHEF 

Time for something good 
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THE “FIXE” IS IN AT TEMPO! 

The Great Neighborhood Restaurant Just Got Better!!! 

COMPLETE THREE COURSE DINNER-FULL MENU SELECTION 
$25 per person SUNDAY thru THURSDAY 
$35 per person FRIDAY and SATURDAY 

250 Bottle Wine Selection-21 Wines By The Glass-Full Bar 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURAN 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 ■ www.tempobrooklyn.coi 



AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Com Como en su Cm ” 

( eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. p* 44th a 45 th sts.) (718) 438-20091 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • fflFi a 


"Major local 
favorite'V^ 




DINE IN • DELIVERY • CATERING RATED 
PRIVATE & CORPORATE PARTIES 1 1 


Caffe 

BUON GUSTO 

RISTORANTE ITALIANO 


151 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 
Open 7 days week • (71 8) 624-3838 


CAN'T FIND A PARKING SPACE? 



ASPHALTA 

"Goddess of Parking" 

Wood Sculpture 34" x 24" 
BERNETTE RUDOLPH 
STUDIO/GALLERY OPENING 
MAY 19 & 20 11 AM -6 PM 
457 THIRD ST. (BETWEEN SIXTH & SEVENTH AVES.) 
PARK SLOPE I BROOKLYN I 718.768.4828 
receive a free gift for your car guaranteed to find a parking space 

WWW.BERNETTERUDOLPH.COM 

















t so long ago that stepping 
Myrtle Avenue in Fort 
I Greene was a bad idea. Charlotta 
Janssen and Denis Costaz, however, 
saw past the avenue’s rough edges and, 
this past September, opened Chez Lola. 
The pair also owns Chez Oskar on 
DeKalb Avenue — the area’s now-staid 
Main Street — yet they have fully em- 
braced their new home on the neigh- 
borhood’s latest frontier. 

Janssen’s carefully crafted setting 
has a languid 1920s-style glamour; a 
patron could spend an evening letting 
his eyes wander slowly from one area 
of the eatery to another, from the 
shelves behind the mahogany bar lined 
with tea-colored Japanese patterns to 
the clever wine rack made from the 
coils of an old box spring. In the back, 
and just right for the warm weather, is a 
gorgeous, tree-shaded terrace, its floor 
patterned in green and cream marble 
diamonds. A mix of antiques is casually 
displayed along one wall. The garden 
would make an unforgettable setting 
for an informal wedding. 

For the menu, the duo has tapped 
into the considerable talents of Octavio 
Simancas who has also served as exec- 
utive chef at Chez Oskar. Unlike the 
mostly French menu there, however, 
Chez Lola offers traditional bistro stan- 
dards as well as dishes with a global in- 
fluence. The fare is lighter than French 
classics, with a liberal use of fresh 
herbs and olive oil standing in for but- 
ter. 

Each evening, Simancas offers spe- 
cial homemade ravioli that can be 
shared as an appetizer. Recently, the pa- 
per-thin pasta squares were filled with 
moist, savory braised lamb shank and 
splashed with a woodsy mushroom 
broth. Large, meaty slices of Portobello 
mushrooms crowned the pasta, and a 
shower of chopped parsley lent its 
clean taste to the dish. 

A big bowl of steamed manila clams 
could easily serve two. The assemblage 
of sweet, tender mollusks was bathed in 


11 am to 5:30 pm. Subway: C and G tc 
Clinton/Washington Ave., B,M,Q,R tc 
DeKalb Ave. For information, call (718) 
858-1484 or visit www.bistrolola.com 


Myrtle in the first degree: The white chocolate-lavender bread pudding 
(left) at Chez Lola is just one example of how owner Charlotta Janssen and 
chef Octavio Simancas (above) are bringing gourmet grub to Fort Greene. 


a bracing, curry-laced broth of white 
wine, lemon juice and garlic. No one at 
my table could resist dipping slices of 
crusty bread into the lush soup. There 
wasn’t a drop left when the waitress 
cleared away the dish. 

Another winning starter featured the 
sunny tastes of Spain. Simancas cut the 


richness of grilled fresh tuna “es- 
cabeche” with tart, lemony slices of 
caramelized green and red peppers. 

Entrees zigzag all over the globe, 
stopping in Morocco for lamb tagine 
and France for a chicken breast Proven- 
cal. There are also visits to Spain, New 
Zealand and the United States. 

A good old American sirloin steak 
was given a French twist with a cmst of 
black pepper. The meat was ordered 
medium rare and arrived perfectly 


seared, full of deep mineral flavor and 
cooked to a rosy tenderness with big 
shiitake mushroom caps making a soft 
foil to the dense beef. 

And the frites! They’re thin, full of 
potato flavor and salty enough to war- 
rant the glass of Bordeaux I ordered. 
(The wine list is well priced with a few 
esoteric choices in the mix, though it 
could use more offerings by the glass.) 

A thick slice of salmon steak was as 
bold and satisfying as the sirloin. The 
fish was moist with its ring of fat 
seared to a crisp cmst. It sat over a hash 
of Yukon gold potatoes tossed in a 
pleasing dressing of olive oil, lemon 
juice and parsley. 

It’s a pleasure to read a dessert menu 
without the holy trinity — cheesecake, 
molten chocolate cake and tiramisu — 
that appear in too many of the bor- 
ough’s eateries. But, ias, this list 
promises more than it delivers. 

Who could pass on a “white choco- 
late lavender bread pudding”? Not me. 
It started with a promising spoonful of 
silky creme anglaise lightly perfumed 
with the herb. Too bad the pudding 
lacked the custardy moistness that 
makes the dessert so delectable . “Libby 
Heilman’s cmnchy meringue pie” tast- 
ed like something you’d find on a 
Passover Seder table: not cmnchy, 
| rather dry and with a strong, nutty taste. 
I But a tart was dubbed “the best choco- 
| late dessert I’ve ever had” by the pastry 
S chef at my table. I concurred. The co- 
| coa cmst was thin, buttery and brittle, 
and the silky filling possessed an in- 
triguing bittersweet edge. 

■ „ Myrtle Avenue might no longer be 

P “Murder Avenue,” but it still has some 

Grand clam: The steamed manila clams come in a bowl big enough for grit around the edges. With newcomers 

two, and Tina and her pals had no problem polishing them off and sop- like Chez Lola, however, I foresee a 

ping up the broth. promising future. 
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art lighting furniture decor 


Mother’s Day 
Tastes Better 
With Chocolate 






2917 Avenue R 

MARINE PARK 

( 718 ) 375-1277 


7520 Fifth Avenue 
BAY RIDGE 

( 718 ) 833-0400 


Hand Dipped Chocolates made on premises since 1946 

JoMartChocolates.com 










CHECKIN' IN WITH... 


Sarah Goodyear L 


Having worked as a jour- 
nalist for more than 15 
years, there was only one 
thing left for Cobble Hill res- 
ident Sarah Goodyear to do 
with her writing: make 

things up. Goodyear's first 
novel, “View From a Burning 
Bridge, " out now from Red 
Hen Press, is a dark and 
comical story about a dis- 
graced New York reporter 
who, after retreating to rural 
Maine, finds herself in the 
midst of local hysteria over a 
meteorite crash. "View From 
a Burning Bridge" explores 
regional identity, journalistic 
values and the disconnect 
between life in the city and 
that on the farm. Goodyear 
checked in with GO Brook- 
lyn's Joe Pompeo about the 
book, her career and why 
Brooklyn is such a damn 
good place to live. 

GO Brooklyn: What is 
“View From a Burning 
Bridge” about? 

Sarah Goodyear: For a 

while, I was saying it’s about 
a woman who moves to 
Maine thinking she’s hit bot- 
tom and finds she has a lot 
farther to fall. I’ve said it’s 
Flannery O’Connor does 
“The Scarlet Letter.” I’ve also 
said it’s about a woman trying 
to make her way in the world 
and doing a damn poor job of 
it. Really, it’s about how small 
moral irresponsibilities can 
lead you into catastrophic ac- 

GO: Given your background 
in journalism, is “View From 
a Burning Bridge” to some 
extent autobiographical? 

SG: It’s certainly about a 
place that I’ve lived and a mi- 
lieu I know really well. But 
it’s not autobiographical. The 
heroine and I have a few 
things in common, but we 
have other things not in com- 
mon, among them, the fact 
that I’ve never made anything 
up when writing for journal- 
ism. But Maine really cap- 
tured my imagination. I was 
very alienated when I was liv- 
ing there. I wrote bits and 
pieces of the book early on 
when I was still in Maine, sort 
of trying to help myself figure 
out how I felt about being so 
out of place. I think as a cul- 
ture we tend to discount the 
importance of place and re- 
gional identity, and that’s part 
of why we’re so screwed up 
as a society. 

GO: There are a lot of colli- 
sions in the book between 
New York City life and small- 
town rural living. Do you see 
one as being better than the 
other? 

SG: I don’t see one as being 
better than the other, but I do 
see one as being better for 
me. When I came back to 
New York in 1999, I could 
have kissed the ground. And I 
now fully understand how 
much I am a creature of this 
place. It doesn’t mean I can’t 
appreciate or understand other 
places, but this is my place. 

GO: What is it about New 
York that you love so much? 
SG: You’re in constant con- 
tact and negotiation with oth- 
er people, and I really like 
people. You constantly have 
to figure out what other peo- 
ple are all about. There’s this 
wonderful dance going on be- 
tween New Yorkers all the 
time, where they’re always 
reading each other and react- 
ing to each other, and to me 
it’s just a very wonderful and 
natural way of human living. 

GO: Were you injecting a sort 
of journalistic commentary 
into the novel by making the 
protagonist a reporter who got 
fired for making up her sto- 
ries? 

SG: It’s not so much a com- 
mentary; it’s just something 
that has become so ubiqui- 
tous. It seems like every three 
or four months there's another 
instance where people are do- 
ing this, and its incomprehen- 
sible to me. I do think the fact 
that people do this all the time 
is a measure of how poorly 
connected people are to reali- 
ty in our society. 


GO: What made you decide 
to write fiction? 

SG: I’ve always wanted to 
write fiction ever since I was 
about 4 years old. Maybe be- 
cause I’ve published so many 
hundreds of thousands of words 
of non-fiction, I'm not too 
stressed out about the idea of 
whether this sells or not. I’m 
happier that I was able to do the 
book the way I wanted. This is 
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a childhood dream for me. 

GO: Is it safe to say at this 
point you like writing fiction 

SG: Yes, I love to write fic- 
tion. I love sitting there and 
figuring it out, and I also just 
love to be able to read fiction 
and feel that correspondence 
with the people I’m reading. 
I’ve always been a voracious 

GO: Where would you like to 
see yourself five years from 

SG: I’d like to have another 



book out. I’d like to be teach- 
ing — I’m going to try to go 
back to school to get a masters 
degree to teach at the college 
level. Fd like to be part of the 
life of these streets around me, 
making a meaningful contri- 
bution not just as a writer, but 
as a citizen of New York. 

Sarah Goodyear will be 
reading from "View from a 
Burning Bridge" at Sunny's 
(253 Conover St., between 
Beard and Reed streets in 
Red Hook) at 3 pm on May 
6. For information, call (718) 
625-8211. 


"Combining Spa & Wellness with Medicine" 


PHYSICIAN-DIRECTED 

MASSAGE THERAPY • FACIAI7SKI NCARE SERVICES • LASER HAIR REDUCTION 
LASER FOTO-FACIAL REJUVENATION • ANTI-AGING TREATMENTS 
LIFE-STYLE MODIFICATION PROGRAMS • SPORTS MEDICINE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY • PAIN MANAGEMENT • NUTRITION COUNSELING 
ACUPUNCTURE • AESTHETIC/PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY 


71 Carroll Street Brooklyn, NY 11231 718.797.9797 


iv.lomaweMness.cn 





Good day. Please allow me to introduce myself. 

I am Sir Charge, 

Verizon’s best-kept secret 

I pop up unexpectedly... 

...all over your Verizon home phone bill. They do manage to 
keep this old scoundrel busy in the most inexplicable manner, 
but one thing is clear: Sir Charge and your money make a 
splendid royal couple. 

And really, it costs a bloody fortune 
to tailor these suits! 



Stop supporting this guy. 



Time Warner Cable has a home phone plan that’s easy to 
understand with charges you’d expect. 

Call 1. 800.0 KCable anytime. 

Yes. Even before 8:00 a.m. or after 6:00 p.m. Weekends? No problem. 



(with taxes and 
fees you understand) 

Free installation. 


TIME WARNER 

CABLE 
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Working week 

Joshua Ferris chronicles life in cubicles 




By Chris Varmus 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

I met Joshua Ferris at B61 , a 
cozy bar on Columbia 
Street that has views of 
Brooklyn’s waterfront. It was 
about as far from a cubicle as 
you can get. It’s also where 
Ferris, author of “Then We 
Came to the End,” a poignant 
and darkly funny debut novel, 
engages in his two favorite 
pastimes: drinking beer and 
shooting pool. 

It’s a setting we 
can all identify 
with: hating your 
job, but living in 
fear of being fired. 

In “Then We Came 
to the End,” Ferris 
explores the intrica- 
cies of cubicle life, from back- 
biting and sordid gossip to 
downright bizarre behavior, in- 
cluding acts of outright ven- 
geance. 

It’s been years since Ferris 
himself has worked in an office. 
His last job was at the end of 
the dot-com era, at a Chicago 
advertising firm not dissimilar 
to the one in his book. Perhaps 
that distance — he now spends 
leisurely afternoons perched on 
a barstool — is what gives him 
the perspective to give such a 
balanced, if not rosy, account. 

In a neat trick, his characters 
start off embodying familiar 
office stereotypes — the story- 
teller, the gossip, the slut, the 


renegade, the clown — and 
then those same stereotypes 
get turned on their heads with 
surprising actions. For exam- 
ple, Tom Mota, whose angry 
behavior and inter-office mis- 
sives cause co-workers to 
imagine he will gun them all 
down after being laid off, ap- 
pears the most affected of any- 
one at the funeral of Janine 
Goijanc’s abducted daughter. 

I asked Ferris which charac- 
ter he identified with most: Ben- 


BOOKS 


m We Came to the End" is av< 
BookCourt (163 Court St. at De 
Cobble Hill) for $19.19. For inforrr 
: www.ThenWeCameToTheEnd.coi 


ny Shassburger, who makes 
everyone wait in his office for 
him to get coffee before telling 
his stories? Or Carl Garbedian, 
whose fear of admitting to his 
doctor wife that he’s depressed 
incites him to steal Janine ’s anti- 
depressants? 

Ferris dodged the question 
artfully, explaining that it was 
more like each character corre- 
sponded to a part of his person- 
ality, with the sum of the parts 
adding up to a greater whole. 

Ferris’s first job, one that is 
dear to his heart, was busing ta- 
bles at a Godfather’s Pizza in 
Florida when he was 12. His 
affection for hands-on work is 
apparent from the way Mota 


and Garbedian dream of open- 
ing a landscaping company (an- 
other job Ferris enjoyed in his 
youth). Mota, trying to con- 
vince Carl to join him, writes in 
an e-mail, “Think of it. The sun 
on the back of your neck. The 
taste of cold water after you’ve 
worked up a genuine thirst. The 
pleasures of a well-groomed 
lawn.” Landscaping, for Ferris, 
seems to represent “getting out” 
in the most desirable of ways. 

Carroll Gardens, where Fer- 
ris has lived since 2002, ap- 
peals to him for some of the 
same reasons. It’s still develop- 
ing under the radar in certain 
ways, creating opportunities for 
emerging artists to define their 
landscapes. 

“I’m here for the duration,” 

Though he has no desire to 
go back to office life — he’s a 
writer “for real” since getting 
his MFA from UC-Irvine and a 
$65,000 grant from the Interna- 
tional Institute of Modem Let- 
ters — he clearly misses certain 
social aspects of working: the 
coffee and smoke breaks, story- 
telling sessions around the wa- 
ter cooler, shared deadlines on 
group projects. What he doesn't 
miss is the constant tension of 
having to be nice, day in and 
' people to whom he 



Joshua Ferris, author of "Then We Came to the End." 


about working in an office are 

Ferris now spends his days 
writing — longhand — in his 
apartment, while his wife 
works at her Manhattan office. 


He’s: 






“Without a doubt, what I 
miss most about working in an 
office are the people.” He went 
on. “What I don’t miss at all 


of Brooklyn literary 
(though he recently had a well- 
attended reading at Union Hall 
in Park Slope). Rather, his daily 
interactions are mainly limited 
to the service industry: his land- 
lord, the bartender at B61 and 
the sandwich makers at Ca- 
puto’s. He especially attached 
to his UPS guy, Joe, whom he 
gave an advance copy of the 
book. “He liked it a lot,” said 
Ferris. “He’s been recommend- 
ing it to his friends.” 

In Ferris's inherently inse- 


cure and self-consciously ma- 
nipulative advertising world, 
there is no narrator, only the dis- 
embodied voice of the group, 
occasionally derisively referred 
to as “you people.” (The one 
time Ferris breaks from the 
“we” voice is in describing the 
solitary evening fearsome boss 
lady Lynn Mason spends the 
night before going into the hos- 
pital for surgery. In doing so, he 
creates an even more uncom- 
fortably intimate glimpse of a 
lonely and vulnerable woman.) 
The idea Ferris manages to get 
across with this narrative is that 
while individuals are messy and 
conflicted, the group eventually 
does level itself out. 

But, hey, it’s all in a day’s 


9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 2 

merits and mausoleums and he 
about permanently entombed 


Street and Fifth Avenue. (718) 788-8500. 
SALUTE TO ISRAEL PARADE: 59th annual 
Independence Day Parade. 11 am to 5 pm. 
Fifth Avenue, from 57th Street to 72nd 
Street, NYC. 

HISTORIC HOUSE TOUR: hosted by PS 29's 
PTA. Tour includes homes in Carroll Gar- 

Tour starts a°t Guido Funeral Hcime! 44C) m ' 
Clinton St. Sorry, no contact phone number. 
GALLERY WALK: Jerry's Jewish Singles 21 


Williamsburg. Vi 


at Figurev 


VOCAL RECITAL: Tenor Martin Kugler sings 
from the repertoire of sacred music. $10 do- 

roll Street and Sixth Avenue. (718) 638-1880. 
MATINEE OPERA: Regina Opera Company 
presents "Swing Along Broadway," a concert 
of Broadway selections. $10, $5 teens, free 
for children. 3 pm. Regina Hall, comer of 65th 
Street and 12th Avenue. (718) 232-3555. 
CONCERT: All Saints Episcopal Church pres- 

Seventh Street. Call for info. (718) 768-1156. 
CONCERT: The Canby Singers, an a cappella 
chorus, performs Flemish High Renaissance 
musk. $15, $10 seniors grid students^3 pm. 







self-guided tour features 


espeare's Sister presents 
gs by Georgia Redd and Linda 
i to 7 pm. 270 Court St. (718) 


694-0084 Free.° ? 

SPRING GALA: International School of Brook- 


Jay St. (718) 369-3023. 


DS FUNDRAISER: Porch Light Product 
presents "Braking the Cycle," a night 
ginal comedy to benefit HIV/ AIDS ser 


Burlesque is more: Howling Vic 
brings her dance and performance 
art to a benefit for the Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange on May 7. 


AIDS FUNDRAISER: 

its "Bral 

gender Community Center. $10. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Brewery, 79 N. 1 1th St. 

BARNES P AND NOBLE: Author Joanne 

theJewfeh TeercA Guidefor the PeT 
gtexed/W:30 pm. 267 Seventh Ave. (718) 

BOOK COURT: hosts a reading with young 
afferecM63°Court St. (718) 875-3677. Free. 


Lounge, Brooklyn R 

Brooklyn Life and many umtus. guimb me 
your favorite bloggers. $5. 8 pm. Fifth 

(7'l8)288-4290 en 

BAM: Shakespeare's "Cymbeline." 7:30 pm. 
See Sat., May 12. 

IMPACT THEATER: "Orphans." 8 pm. See 
Sat., May 5. 


BAM: Brooklyn Academy of Music presents 
Shakespeare's "Cymbeline," a mix of fanta- 
sy and reality. $25 to $65. 2 pm and 7:30 
pm. Harvey Theater, 651 Fulton St. (718) 


songs from hit Broadway shows. $10, $8 
seniors. 8 pm. Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 
2635 E 23rd St (718)641-5341 
GALLERY PLAYERS: presents "Vctor/ 

Vctoria." $18, $14 seniors and kids. 8 pm. 
199 14th St. (212) 352-3101. 

OPERA: American Opera Projects presents 
"Composers and the Voice: First Glimpse," 
a—*: | Q f compositions developed 

jm. $1 5, $1 2 students and 

seniors 8 pm. South Oxford Space, Great 
Room, 138 S. Oxford St. (7 18) 398-4024. 
DANCE: Brooklyn Arts Exchange hosts a per- 


du ring this se. 


ti. 190 Underhill/ 


, w n of works by Haydn, 
and Mozart. $40. 4 pm. Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street at ' 

(718) 624-2083. 

presents jr ^ - 1 - i: - 1 — ■* 


East Ri' 


Latin beat. Wilson 


BROOKLYN FILMMAKERS: 41st annual fi 

and v dt o festival continues New Visio 
aries College Student Filmmakers pre: 
films. 6 pm to 8:30 pm. Long Island U 
versity, Spike Lee Screening Room, Fh 
Avenue Extension and DeKalb Avenui 
' 'd. (718) 625 
rts Exchang 
ices include: 
ing Vc. Also, Tf 
i Fishback, Pa- 


pm. St. Augustine Church, 116 Sixth 
Call for more info. (917) 544-9514. Fr 
BAM: Shakespeare's "Cymbeline." 3 pn 
Sat, May 5. 

IMPACT THEATER: "Orphans." 3 pm. S 


prika and oth 
7:30 pm. 421 


th Ave. (718)832-0018. 


ndundeMC^am 


. $5, $3 ch 
■n. Scherr- 


l 9 n e "%^ 

»m. Bay Ridge Jewish Center, 


ue and 81st Sti 

UNIVERSOUL CIRCUS: Family entertainment. 

1 pm, 4 pm and 7 pm. See Sat., May 5. 

OTHER 

CARPENTERS' MASS: The Roman Catholic 
Diocese ot Br do lyn no Local Union 926 of 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 


m Place. (718) 694-4915. 
CONCERT: Regina Opera hosts a program of 

Public Library's Midwood branch, East 1 6th 
Street and Avenue J. (718) 252-0967. Free. 
SENIOR MEETING: AARP Bay Ridge Chapter 
meets. 2:30 pm. Shore Hill, 9000 Shore Rd. 
(718)748-9114. 

ARTS SEMINAR: Legal and business issues for 
film and video professionals is offered by 

oneSdt?L^0pmto h 8: 


EXHIBIT: Photography exhibit by documentary 
photojournalist James Lukoski. Noon to 6 
pm. Greenpoint Gallery, 390 McGuinness 
Blvd. (718) 809-4655. Free. 

SENIOR TALK: Luthgan Family Health Cen- 

includes adult day care, counseling services 
nursing homes, home care, medical servic- 
es, physical thera^, meals-on-wheels and 

Ave S< (7 1^492-937^ Tree! 

BROOKLYN FILMMAKERS: 41st annual film 
and video festival continues. Today: "After 
m to 8:30 pm. 
n Pkwy. Call 
, w . 8)625-0080. 

BARNES AND NOBLE: Storytime for children 


" 5 pm to 8:3 

JO Eastern Pk. 

for ticket and program info. (718) 62 




Brooklyn cai 


rs in honor of St. Joseph 


..._ r atron saint of carpenters. 10 

am. Continental breakfast follows. Diocese 
of Brooklyn Office Chapel, 310 Prospect 
Park West. (718) 399-5900, ext. 5408. Free. 

SUNDAY PLATFORM: Brooklyn Society for Ethi- 
cal Culture hosts a talk: "Emerson: The Ideal 
in America." Jim Manley, filmmaker and di- 
rector of the Ralph Waldo Emerson Institute, 
is guest speaker. Film at 10 am; talk at 1 1 am. 
53 Prospect Park West. (718) 768-2972. 

ASTHMA SCREENING: Noon to 4 pm. Gallery 
of the Fulton Street, Fulton Street Mall, 
DeKalb Avenue and Albee Square West. 
(866) 99-ASTHMA. Free. 

SENIOR TALK: Lutheran Family Health Cen- 
ters^ Services for Older Adults Presentation 








ie. (718) 282^2500. 
P: Heights and Hill Community 
Council hosts "You and Your Aging 

Introduction 






lysical therapy, meals-on-wheels and 
jortation. Noon to 2 pm. St Andrews 
:h, 6713 Ridge Ave. (718) 640-7588, 


Vrgin Mary Church Hall, 216 Eighth Ave P 
(718) 780-5367. Free. 

CRAFT WORKSHOP: Brooklyn Artists Gym pre- 


and video festival at Brooklyn Museum. 2 
pm to 5 pm. 200 Eastern Pkwy. Call for ti 
et and program info. (718) 625-0080. 

SUNDAY'S AT SUNNY'S: Readings by sever 
authors. $3. 3 pm. 253 Conover St. (718) 
625-8211. 

SHOW AND TELL: Congregation Beth Elohim 
presents its seventh annual members and staff 

- 1 in ° — . See Sat., May 4. 

. See Sat., May 4. 


tive." Today's talk 

Caregiving." 6:30 pm , 

Montague St. (718) 596-8789. 


Hygiene and the MHA of NYC offer « 
ings throughout Brooklyn. Call for 
info. (800) LIFENET. Free. 


>. (718) 680-4084. 
HEALTH SCREENINGS: New York Metho. 
Hospital offers blood pressure and den 


>r, 476 76th St. Call foi 


Shore Rd. (7*18) 630-7588. Free.'™ 
MEETING: Bay Ridge AARP meets. ; 
Lady of Angels school, 337 74th S 
788-7372. 

ooklynAr 


make Mother's Day crafts. 6:30 pm. 267 
Seventh Ave. (718) 832-9066. Free. 
DRAWING CLASS: Workshop features female 

to midnight. Retreat Lounge, 147 Front St., 
2nd floor, artisticrevolution@gmail.com 
BARGEMUSIC: Classical music concert fea- 

Beethoven and Brahms. $40. 8 pm. Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street at the East 

BAM: Shakespeare's "Cymbeline." 7:30 pm. 
See Sat., May 12. 

OPERA: "First Glimpse." 8 pm. See Sat, May 12. 
IMPACT THEATER: "Orphans." 8 pm. See 
Sat., May 1 2. 

BROOKLYN DESIGNS: Fifth annual event of 

DOrary indocx an<fou 9 tdoor 9 furniture. $12, 
embers of the frade free^on openinc^day. 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 


U. Call 31 1 for info. Free. 
at the Prospect Park Audu- 
bon Center. 8 am to 10 am. Enter 1 - A 


(917) 250-1688. 

651 ARTS: Honduran mu 
nez performs. $25, $2 
Kumble Theater at Loi 

Avenue. (718) 488-16; 
BARGEMUSIC: Class 1 


2 and under. V 

200 Eastern Pkwy. (718) 638-5000. 
GALLERY PLAYERS: presents an impro\ 
lenge. $8 kids, parents free. 1 1 am. 1 
14th St. (718) 595-0547. 

OTHER 

BROOKLYN DESIGNS: Fifth annual eve 

niture, linens, lighting and accessc 
members of the trade free on opt 
10 am to 7 pm. St Ann's Warehous 
Water St. Also, curated design m< 

Square, DUMBO and 110 Livingston St. For 


ndoutdo^rfur- 


/w.bklyndesigns. 




family. 10 am to 3 pm. 150 55th St. (718) 
630-7208. Free. 

INDIE MARKET: Collective of Brooklyn-based 
emerging designers show their wares of 

gear, home-goods and more. 11 am to 7 

CLOTHING DRIVE: The Cupcake Queen col- 
and girls, newborn to age 3. 1 1 am to 2 
pm. 399 Atlantic Ave. (646) 251-3923 or 
www.brooklyncupcakes.com. 

PHILIPPINO FOOD: Sariwa Foods opens and 
offers a tasting party. Noon to 5 pm. 212 
16th St. (718) 369-0991. Free. 



^(718)* 


- members, $8 

seniors and students. 1 1 am to 1 pm. Meet 
at corner of Myrtle Avenue and Broadway. 
(718) 788-8500. 


de of Brooklyn. Brooklyn Center for tl 
urban Environment offers a tour of 
Brooklyn's sustainable buildings on a bi 
ride. $13, $10 members, $8 students ai 
seniors. 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Also, 1 


PRESIDENT'S TOUR: Green-Wood Cemetery's 

tery's historian, Jeff Richman, explain what's 
old, what's new and what's planned. $1 5, 


!eas a oY?™°dfr p n 

e. (718) 439-8978. Free. 

i of works by Piston, Lee: 
humann. $40. 4 pm. Fult 


GALLERY PLAYERS: "Victor/ Victoria." 
See Sat., May 12. 

IMPACT THEATER: "Orphans." 3 pm. 


(718) 


Screening Room, DeKalb Avenue and 
Flatbush Avenue Extension. (718) 625-0080. 
www.brooklynartscouncil.org Free. 
BARGEMUSIC: Classical music concert fea- 
tures a program of works by Stravinsky, 


LIST YOUR EVENT... 


To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. Se 
listing by e-mail: calendar@brooklynpaper.com; by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Pc 
Washington St., Suite 624, Brooklyn, NY 11201; or by fax: (718) 834-9278. Listings are fi 


IE BROOKLYN CHAMBER 




A JURIED EXHIBIT 
0FTHE BEST 
CONTEMPORARY 
FURNISHINGS 
MADE IN BROOKLYN 


BKLynocstons 

— 


MAY 11-13,2007 


■J 

ST. ANN'S WAREHOUSE 
38 WATER STREET 



SMACK MELLON 
92 PLYMOUTH STREET 

Pratt 


BKLYN DESIGNS ANNEX 
81 FRONT STREET 
DUMBO, BROOKLYN 



tickets, seminars and events 
visit www.bklyndesigns.com 

Jh 


BKLYN DESIGNS- S 


L , _ — . 



usic/er 

tA& 

(De/e/trote* Jl7otAer-’& Q)ay- uv ddLA'lSSO- 
{Sra/ay/, Slay* // to- Sunday/, jfJay/ /S, 2007 


Moms and BKLYN Designs badgeholders can enjoy specialty products, 
brunch specials and sales at these participating shops, restaurants and 
cultural venues during Mother's Day weekend in DUMBO: 

GSanje' JfFusio 



^ime/e^WaicAe^ 


■d umbo 


LttwrtMHjaL' f c details. 

lent District. 


“ think green ” 


RATING 



Ceiling Fans 


Specialist in Lamp Repair & Chandelier Restoration 
Floor & Table Lamps ■ Lamp Shades • Ceiling Fans ■ Mirros 
Tables • Decorative Accessories 

(718)436-2207 
1073 - 39th St. Family Owned and 

(cor. Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) Operated for over 30 years 


Mon. & Tues. 9-5:30; Wed. CLOSED; Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5:30; Sat. & Sun. 10-5 
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Home invasion 

Pratt House opens for a peek in house tour 

fhe B^X^^pe 31 "* 0 " 

T he stately George DuPont Pratt The 

I elaborate %f n °Clinton 6 Hill’s tween* 



St. Joseph’s College owns the House tours may not be every- ways fun to 
DuPont Pratt and the Charles Pratt body’s thing, but they are a Brown- pie’s homes. 


igtime ritual as The George DuPont Pratt house include plenty of wow-factor, own palace first. It is one of four 
I Clinton Hill is may not be wired for the plasma TVs Charles Pratt, a kerosene magnate buildings he had crafted for his off- 


which includes an original Otis ele- sure as hay fever, and Clinton Hill is may not be wired for the plasma TVs Charles Pratt, a ker 

vator, plus the Pratt Library, which, the first neighborhood on this year’s and whirlpool baths common in to- and partner of John 


The pink of petunia trees in hood and agreed to put the house on 
the garden peeks through the heavy tour this year, Scher said. “She’s a 
glass in the intricate panes of the win- real ball of energy,” Scher said, “and 

dows. Even the mix of furnishings active in the Myrtle Avenue BID and 
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Frank Sherlock Benefit with Dustin Williar 






assssssar* 

BRIGHTON BEACH ££ SSSSS 

parksl ° pe 

5SSSSSSS S^ 5thstreetinpari[ 
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5S I he BarnSt ° rmerS ’ 8 Pm ' $1 ° M 

Magnolia rIdho 

The H 
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mmms. mmm. 
mmmwmm § 

4 pm, $TBD. Jumbling Towers, Check it Out, Donora, 1 0 pm, 

E£SBSSSl? ka !jSSSt" enuein 


Moses to Microsoft 

A Workshop Series in Leadership 

with Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 
and Thomas D. Zweifeld 

(CEO of the Swiss Consulting Group) 


MONDAY NIGHTS 
7:30 - 9:30 PM 

ty 7 Out of Egypt: Unleashing Your Power 
May 14 No Idols: Authentic Vision 
[ay 21 Not in vain: Communicate or Die 

ADMISSION FREE 


Congregation B'nai Avraham 

(718) 596-4840 Ext.18 
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Exceptional care at Atrial Fibrillation Center 

I 


lence at Maimonides Medical Center in 
Borough Park was created to provide the 
most innovative and comprehensive diag- 
nosis and treatment for patients. 

Knowing that Maimonides is historically 
at the forefront of cardiac care, it is not sur- 
prising that this Center is the first and only 
such program in the nation. 

Atrial fibrillation (AF) is a potentially 
dangerous heart rhythm disturbance that can 
lead to an uncontrolled rapid heart rate, de- 
creased cardiac performance, and/or a life- 
threatening stroke. The Maimonides AF 
Center of Excellence with its three compo- 
nents (academic, research and clinical prac- 
tice) is able to offer the newest medications, 
most sophisticated devices and latest in 
minimally invasive treatments. 

“Almost three million Americans suffer 
from AF today, and that number is expected 
to rise to as many as 14 million by the year 
2050,” said Dr. Yisachar Greenberg, Co-Di- 
rector of the AF Center and Director of 
Electrophysiology at Maimonides. 

“We knew we had to find better options 
for these patients. So we gathered a multi- 
disciplinary team to examine this condition 
and its treatment protocols.” 

The AF Center of Excellence was form- 
ed through the efforts of cardiologists, elec- 
trophysiologists, cardiac surgeons and nurs- 
es to better serve patients with this 
debilitating condition. The unique collabo- 
rative approach at Maimonides means bet- 
ter, more individualized care for patients. 

“Atrial fibrillation is pervasive and diffi- 
cult,” said Dr. Adam Saltman, co-director of 
the AF Center and Director of Cardiotho- 
racic Surgical Research at Maimonides. 
“Our cardiologists and cardiac surgeons 


MAIMONIDES MEDICAL CENTER 


work together seamlessly as we diagnose 
patients and design the most effective treat- 
ment plan to address their needs.” 

In some cases, medication can control 
atrial fibrillation. But in others, ablation — a 
procedure in which a small portion of heart 
tissue is intentionally “ablated” or neutral- 
ized to restore normal heart rhythm — may 
be necessary. This procedure is sometimes 
performed surgically, with a minimally-inva- 
sive technique developed by Dr. Saltman 
that often allows the patient to go home the 
next day. It can also be done non-surgically 
with an approach called catheter ablation, by 
the experienced team of electrophysiologists 
headed by Dr. Greenberg. The surgeons and 
cardiologists confer on which approach is 
best for each patient. 

“One strength of our program is getting 
perspectives from the different team mem- 
bers," added Dr. Greenberg. “Because they 


are mutually supportive, not competitive, 
they’re able to determine which patients are 
better suited to a surgical, medical or inter- 
ventional electrophysiologic approach.” 

Dr. Saltman believes this approach is 
highly conducive to successful research. 
“We’re putting together a study right now to 
compare the different devices used to treat 
patients in the operating room. That’s not 
something that’s been done before. And 
countless patients will benefit from the re- 
sults of our research.” 

The AF Center of Excellence at Mai- 
monides integrates established approaches 
to care with advanced technology in a pa- 
tient-centered environment. This method 
complements the teaching environment at 
Maimonides , as well . As a renowned train- 
ing ground for the next generation of car- 
diac experts, faculty members know that 
looking at problems from all sides makes 



Minimally invasive catheter ablation is sometimes used at the AF Center. 


for the most thorough assessments and 
treatment plans. 

Not all therapies are suitable for all pa- 
tients, though, cautions Dr. Greenberg. “For 
example, a patient with both heart failure 
and atrial fibrillation may benefit from a 
combined approach of correcting the AF 
and inserting a biventricular defibrillator. 
No two patients are alike, and our program 
gives each the best combination of therapies 
for his or her circumstances.” 

Maimonides strives to help patients stay 
out of the hospital - but in the event that 
you or a loved one needs life-saving cardiac 
care, the professionals at the Maimonides 
Cardiac Institute are available round-the- 
S clock to administer that care in the finest 
J traditions of medical practice. Referring 
5 physicians can call 718-283-LIFE to alert 
1 the Maimonides ER that a chest pain patient 
g will be arriving. 

” For general information about The Car- 
- diac Institute at Maimonides, call (800) 682- 
s 5558, or log-on to wwwmaimonidesmed. 


Program in Slope fights childhood obesity 


New York Methodist Hospital 


A program at New York Methodist 
Hospital in Park Slope is combating 
childhood obesity. 

Obesity is one of the fastest growing 
health threats to Americans— and children 
are not immune. In fact, it’s estimated that 
roughly 25 million children 17 and under 


DENTISTS 


are obese and more than 28 percent of 
children in New York City are overweight. 

Health care professionals at New York 
Methodist Hospital are concerned about 
childhood obesity and have taken signifi- 
cant steps to battle the growing epidemic. 
The Hospital’s Pediatric Weight Manage- 
ment Program provides comprehensive and 
multi-disciplinary treatment for children 



COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our new spacious, 
modem and friendly office 


Providing Excellence i 


Ml Phases of Dentistry 


Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Too 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
COMPUTERIZED DENTAL X-RAYS 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 


j Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 

• Cosmetic Laminates 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 



Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

189 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 


(917) 753-3314 

Emergency 


• Bleaching/ZOOM 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 


• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 
•Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 


Now in Park Slope! 



H M 

FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) insurance 

TST (718)622-8020 S? 


R< 

e> 

CRT -v •• 

PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 




GENERAL & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY 


Jack Irwin, D.D.S. 

414 Seventh Avenue 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFOR D 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 


loot Can 


• Extra. 




• Dentui 


ant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 


We’ve Moved! 

Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue 

between Carroll & Garfield 

• Emergency Service Dr. Andrew Warshaw 

• Pediatric Dentistry Dr. g ar j Rosenwein 

• [m °ia ru Restored on s Dr. Doug Pollack 

• Laminates • Bleaching Hours by Appointment 


789-5700 


FAMILY MEDICINE 


■TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS! 


Start the 
process months before 
leaving to get your shots 

• Yellow fever M-O - 


• Typhoid 

• Hepatitis 

• Malaria prevention 

- Brooklyn Heights Family Practice - 

185 Montague Street, 3rd Floor 
Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6185 


with obesity. Intervention is vital: obese 
children are at a much higher risk for hy- 
pertension, heart disease, type 2 diabetes, 
asthma, depression and other conditions. 

“Taking preventative measures while the 
patient is young is much more effective in 
decreasing the chances that he or she will 
develop diabetes or other complications at 
a later stage in life,” said Asjad Khan, 
M.D., chief of pediatric endocrinology at 
NYM. 

After a comprehensive physical exam, 
each child is given an individual plan, 
which includes counseling on diet, exercise 
planning, behavior modification and, when 
needed, the use of prescription anti-obesity 
medications. The staff focuses on the emo- 
tional needs of both patients and their fami- 
lies, as weight can be a sensitive subject in 
many households. “The best weight loss 
programs are those that combine healthy 
eating, lifestyle changes and exercise,” ex- 
plained Dyan Hes, M.D., director of 
NYM’s Pediatric Weight Management Pro- 

NYM’s program has many success sto- 
ries. One boy lost 75 pounds and now is ac- 
tive in sports clubs after school. Another 
boy, who was banned from his school’s 
football team because of high blood pres- 
sure, lost so much weight that his blood 
pressure returned to normal and he returned 
to the team. 

“It’s absolutely essential that family 
members and child care providers be in- 
volved,” said Dr. Hes. “Until children reach 
their teens, it is the parents, grandparents 
and babysitters who shop, prepare and 
serve meals; they must understand what 
foods will help the child lose weight and 
maintain a healthy weight.” 


NEW YORK METHODIST HOSPITAL 


An advocate for children’s health, Dr. 
Hes was among the physicians to testify in 
October 2006 in support of the New York 
City Department of Health proposal to ban 
partially hydrogenated vegetable oil (trans 
fat) from restaurants. “Prolonged exposure 


n lead to childhood obesity, exercise and m 


the epidemic but at least you know when 
you step into a restaurant that your family 
will not be exposed to trans fat.” 

In addition to NYM’s Pediatric Weight 
Management Program, the Hospital also 
helped establish “Be Fit,” a twice-weekly 


high blood pressure, heart disease and dia- 
betes, among other complications,” said Dr. 
Hes, who noted that most foods that contain 
trans fat are targeted towards children. 
“Eliminating trans fat is not going to cure 


offered by NYM and the Prospect Park 
YMCA. 

For more information on NYM’s Pedi- 
atric Weight Management Program, please 
call 718-780-3066. 



Dyan Hes, MD, director of the Pediatric Weight Management Program at New 
York Methodist Hospital. 


DERMATOLOGY 



LEGAL NOTICES 


Notice of Formation of 365NOW, LLC, Intographics, 
Inc. and Tajuana Grant filed with Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 1/4/07. Office ioc.: NY County, SSNY des- 
ignated as Agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 365 
NOW, LLC, 250 Hudson Street, 7th Floor, NY, NY 
10013. Purpose: any and all lawful activity. bpib s 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE, CHANGE YOUR WORLD, 
FEEL BETTER! 

Dr. Rafael Mendez, Ph.D. is a long time community activist and Social Therapist 
with 30 years experience. He works with people from all walks of life on issues 
of diversity, interracial relationships, anger, depression, career issues and more. 

COUPLES / GROUP THERAPY 



DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


IN ADMIRALTY CIVIL ACTION NO. 07-13- 


Lillian Engelson LCSW, Psychotherapist 


Get out of your Deppression & Over your Anxiety 

(917)972-7138 • Private Brooklyn Office 

Individuals, Couples & Groups • Extensive experience 
in working with trama suvivors 


News doesn't end here. 
Look for more online at 
www.BrooklynPaper.com 
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LOOSE 

DENTURES? 


Go Ahead... 

Eat what you want! 

As shown by Dr. Tony on 
ABC & FOX NEWS the 
Advanced Mini Dental Implant Is: 

• FDA-Approved 

• It is a one-step 
Non-Surgical Procedure 

• No Sutures, Nor the Typical 
Months of Healing 

• No Pain or Discomfort 



That sinking feeling 

Heavy rain causes tears on Fifth Avenue 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A scary roof collapse during last week's 
heavy rain shut down a Fifth Avenue men’s 
clothing store and also sent an old-timer to 
the hospital with minor injuries. 

The collapse occurred on Thursday 
morning around 8 am when the entire back 
roof of Image Men’s Clothing store at 8419 
Fifth Ave. crashed down to the first floor. An 
81 -year-old resident of the building was 
rushed to the hospital, but was only shaken 
up, according to Senior Chief Juan Ortiz of 
the Association of Volunteer Firefighters. 

"He got shaken up and scared,” Ortiz 
said. “He was taken to Maimonides, but 
now he is doing fine.” 

Officials speculated that a clogged drain 
caused too much water to accumulate on the 
roof, which then buckled under the strain. 

The Department of Buildings later or- 
dered the premises vacated. 

The owner of Image Men’s — who gave 
his name as Robert — was in no mood to talk 
to the press. “I don’t want to comment right 
now,” he said. “This has been a real bad day.” 

He was also busy gathering all his un- 
damaged stock, putting it in large black 
plastic bags and storing it at Image 
Woman’s Clothing store next door, which 



Look out below! A heavy downpour, combined with a clogged drain, caused the 
collapse of the roof of this Fifth Avenue men's clothing store. 
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Older Adults Month at Lutheran 


Dr. Tony is recognized as a 
Professor of the Mini Dental Implant 
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Lutheran Medical Center 

Lutheran Family Health 
Centers’ Services for Older 
Adults is continuing its cele- 
brating of Older Americans 
Month in May, with a series of 
upcoming events. 

May 6 (12 pm - 2 pm): 
A panel presentation on the 
center’s services. Information 
will be available on adult day 
care, counseling services, nurs- 
ing homes, home care, medical 
services, physical therapy, 
meals-on-wheels and trans- 
portation. At St. Andrews 
Church, 6713 Ridge Ave. Call 
Phyllis at (718) 640-7588. 

May 7 (12 pm - 2 pm): 
Representatives will be assist- 
ing seniors eligible for reduced 
fare MetroCards. At Windsor 
Terrace Center, 245 Prospect 
Park West, Brooklyn. Call Zan- 
tonio at (718) 788-8077. 

May 11 (9:30 am - 
1 1 :30 am): A panel presenta- 
tion on center services. Infor- 
mation will be available on 


adult day care, counseling serv- 
ices, nursing homes, home care, 
medical services, physical ther- 
apy, meals-on-wheels and trans- 
portation. At Sunset Park Se- 
nior Center, 4520 4th Ave. Call 
Carmen at (718) 492-9370. 

May 16 (1:30 pm - 3 
pm): An open house Art Festi- 
val. Seniors are invited to join a 
creative art project and view 
original art created by Seniors 
in Touch. They will also be 
treated to music and refresh- 
ments! At Shore Hill Housing, 
9000 Shore Road (Artisan Suite 
West Building). Call Services 
for Older Adults at (718) 630- 
7588. 

May 21 (2 pm - 4 pm): 

Older Adults Health Fair: For- 
ever Young, Mind, Body, Spir- 
it. LFHC’s continues its year- 
long 40th anniversary 
celebration of the Sunset Park 
Family Health Center at Ser- 
vices for Older Adults. The 
community is invited to attend 
it’s anniversary health fair with 
free giveaways, food and raf- 


fles! Information will be avail- 
able on all of the Services for 
Older Adults programs as well 
as health information on osteo- 
porosis, cancer prevention, 
prostate information, early de- 
tection, asthma, and diabetes. 
Vestibular, fall prevention, and 
blood pressure screenings will 
also be offered. At Shore Hill 
Housing, 9000 Shore Road. 
Call Services for Older Adults 
at (718) 630-7588. 

May 24 (2 pm - 4 pm): 
Older Adults Health Fair: Spiri- 
tuality and Aging; A Three Part 
Lecture Series. Reverend Don 
Stiger, Senior Vice President for 
Mission and Spiritual Care at 
Lutheran Healthcare gives lec- 
ture on “Spiritual Dimensions 
of Aging.” Information will 
also be available on all of the 
Services for Older Adults pro- 
grams. At Shore Hill Housing, 
9000 Shore Road. Call Services 
for Older Adults at (718) 630- 
7588. 

May 29 (1:30 pm - 
3:30 prn): Lutheran Family 


Health Centers’ Services for 
Older Adults Presentation on 
Community Services. LFHC’s 
Services for Older Adults holds 
a panel presentation on its serv- 
ices. Information will be avail- 
able on adult day care, counsel- 
ing services, nursing homes, 
home care, medical services, 
physical therapy, meals-on- 
wheels and transportation. At 
Harbor Hill Housing, 5613 2nd 
Ave. Call Services for Older 
Adults at (718) 630-7588. 

May 30 (10 am - 
noon): Lutheran Family Health 
Centers’ Services for Older 
Adults Presentation on Com- 
munity Services. LFHC’s Ser- 
vices for Older Adults holds a 
panel presentation on its servic- 
es. Information will be avail- 
able on adult day care, counsel- 
ing services, nursing homes, 
home care, medical services, 
physical therapy, meals-on- 
wheels and transportation. At 
Windsor Terrace Center, 245 
Prospect Park West. Call Zanto- 
nio at (718) 788-8077. 


What do you think about 
your child's school? 

Fill out a survey 
this spring. 



NYC Deparcmene of Education 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Save the Duffield Seven! 


T he City Council this week took up the issue 
of Mayor Bloomberg’s plan to tear down 
seven old houses on Duffield Street in 
Downtown to make room for an underground 
parking lot and a one-acre park. 

That the houses are historic is not disputed. 
Several of them date back to the colonial era. 
What is in contention is whether the houses are di- 
rectly linked to the Underground Railroad, the sto- 
ried fugitive slave network that spirited escaping 
Africans from their Southern masters to freedom 
in the north and Canada. 

There is substantial evidence that the houses 
were, indeed, part of that network. Two owners — 
Joy Chatel and Lewis Greenstein — have shown 
reporters and historians sub-basement tunnels that 
connect the houses and secret passageways in 
which slaves could hide while the houses were be- 
ing searched. And a prominent Abolitionist family 
— the Truesdells — did own one of the houses on 
the block. 

To determine the truth about the Undergorund 
Railroad link, the city hired a Manhattan consult- 


ing firm called AKRF. Even if we put aside for a 
moment the question of AKRF’s independence — 
after all, the city wants to tear down the Duffield 
Street houses, and if the city is paying AKRF for a 
report, the report will likely say whatever the city 
wants it to say — the consultants’ report is a stun- 
ningly flawed document. 

At a Council hearing this week, the company 
had to admit that it never even hired an archeolo- 
gist to examine the underground tunnels, and that 
the company relied heavily on official maps of the 
area, maps that might have been made by the very 
people from whom the secret of the Underground 
Railroad was actually being kept. 

Further, several councihnembers pointed out 
that eight of the 12 outside Underground Railroad 
experts hired to review the AKRF study said they 
disagreed with all or part of it. 

That’s not a study. That’s an embarrassment. 

Clearly, the city needs to do better before allow- 
ing our shared history to be paved over. 

In our never-ending msh to make a buck, New 
York has knocked down, paved over and tom 


apart virtually all of its pre-colonial and Revolu- 
tionary history. When tourists come to the city, 
they see our soaring monuments to modem mon- 
ey-making, but precious little of the historic relics 
that could explain why this city was so vital to its 
earliest European settlers in the first place. 

It would be a tragedy if this is allowed to happen 
on Duffield Street, whose houses remain a powerful 
reminder of how slavery touched — and built — 
New York City. As such, at least one of the houses 
should be saved and turned into a museum to the 
honor of human bondage in these United States. 

Such an institution would not just serve the 
African-American community, but all New York- 
ers, including those in the white community who 
grew up in the North, where schools fed the pre- 
vailing myth that the only role white Northerners 
played in the slave trade was to bring about its end. 

In fact, the opposite is true; our modem, 
wealthy nation — North and South — was built 
on the backs of African slaves. 

A museum on Duffield Street would celebrate 
history. Destroying the houses desecrates it. 



LETTERS 


Supporter of Slope supportive housing has say 


To the editor. 

I’d like to respond to some of the points 
made by Mr. Dwyer and Mr. Grimaldi in re- 
cent letters to The Brooklyn Paper about the 
proposed supportive housing project on 
Fifth Avenue (“Foes of supportive housing 
in Slope fight back,” April 21). 

Community Access is the development 
partner and social service provider at 55 1 
Warren St., which is also a supportive apart- 
ment building. The Fifth Avenue Committee 
is the property manager of the building. Our 
two organizations co-own the property. 

Concern has been expressed by oppo- 
nents of the new FAC project about the 
number of 911 responses (they cite the 
number 48) to 551 Warren St. during the 
past year. The implication being, as Mr. 


To the editor, 

New housing over the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway sounds great (“Deck the halls 
with lots of housing,” April 28). But where 
are the children that move into these new 
homes going to school? As it is, many fami- 
lies must win a lottery to have their child at- 
tend their zoned public school. 

I propose that some “deck space” be devel- 
oped as “desk space.” Brooklyn is the world’s 


Dwyer stated in his letter, that the calls were 
in response to medical needs and “...vari- 

We have reviewed our records to deter- 
mine the actual number and nature of these 
calls. We also contacted the 84th Precinct to 
verify our information. For this period, Com- 
munity Access and the precinct both show 34 
911-related calls. Of these, Community Ac- 
cess records indicate almost half of the calls 
involved an ambulance (84th Precinct data 
indicate 22, or two-thirds). Eight other calls 
stemmed from disagreements between ten- 
ants or their guests, and the rest were requests 
for assistance (noise complaints, etc), or re- 
ports that a tenant had been a victim of a 
crime outside of the building. 

Our records indicate two arrests of guests 


largest small town. With planning, Brooklyn 
can continue to develop and maintain the 
small-town vibe that makes it such a desirable 
place to work, live and raise a family. 

Mayor Bloomberg is an active supporter 
of economic development and has recently 
made a commitment to energy efficiency and 
clean air. Therefore, a “green” school would 
be a just and appropriate “muffler” over the 
BQE. Eieen Shannon, Red Hook 


of tenants and the precinct data indicate one 
arrest in August. Not one of our 67 tenants 
was arrested or charged with a crime. 

Regarding the number of EMS respons- 
es, our tenants range in age from 29 to 97 
years old, with an average age of 56. Thirty- 
two percent are over 60. These could be 
your parents or grandparents. Also, many 
tenants have chronic health problems as a 
result of long-term homelessness and the 
lack of access to routine medical services. 
Linkage to health services is a principal role 
of our on-site staff. 

It should also be noted that we have coop- 
erated fully with investigations into drag activ- 
ity in the neighborhood, including providing 
space for police surveillance. And by having a 
front desk staffed around the clock, a well- 
lighted lobby, and security cameras inside and 
outside the building, 551 Warren St. represents 
a safe haven for the local community. 

The Fifth Avenue Committee has made 
numerous offers to provide tours of 551 
Warren St. It is a very clean, well-run apart- 
ment building featuring a live-in super, a 
computer lab, kitchen and dining facilities, 
on-site laundry, and access to a range of em- 
ployment, recreational, and training servic- 
es. If anybody reading this would like to 
learn more about our services or tour our 
other apartment buildings, we would be 
happy to accommodate any requests. 

The writer is executive director of Com- 


Holy war, indeed 

To the editor, 

As the father of 4-year-old twins who at- 
tend PS 321, 1 was distressed to read about 
the Khalil Gibran International Academy 
opening in Park Slope (“Holy war! Slope par- 
ents protest Arabic school plan,” March 17), 

As an atheist, I am not happy about pub- 
lic schools teaching religious culture, 
whether Christian or Islamic, and I serious- 
ly doubt that the Department of Education 
would permit a public school to mandate 
teaching Christian culture. I believe that al- 
lowing a public school to teach Islamic cul- 
ture is an invitation to a lawsuit for violating 
the First Amendment. 

More distressingly, my brother-in-law 
was slaughtered by Muslim terrorists on 
September 11, yet according to the New 
York Sun, the school's principal, Debbie Al- 
montaser, believes that “Arabs or Muslims 
are innocent of the terrorist attacks of Sep- 
tember 11,2001.” 

Almontaser states, “I don’t recognize the 
people who committed the attacks as either 
Arabs or Muslims.” Instead, she blames 
September 11 on Washington’s foreign poli- 
cies, saying the “U.S.A. breaks its promises 
with countries across the world, especially 
in the Middle East, and the fact that it has 
not been a fair mediator.” 

Unfortunately for Almontaser, the Saudi 
Arabian and Egyptian terrorists who killed 
on September 1 1 were Arabs, and they and 


much of the Islamic world believe that they 
were good Muslims. It is incredibly dis- 
tressing to believe that a New York City 
public school principal denies the reality of 
the murderers who killed so many of her 
close neighbors. It suggests a failure of in- 
tellect so great that she should not be al- 
lowed to teach young people. 

Joseph Sullivan, Park Slope 

Mayor’s good PlaNYC 

To the editor, 

I’m surprised to see that any Brooklyn 
resident (including our politicians) would be 
against Mayor Bloomberg’s PlaNYC (“Tak- 
ing its tolls,” April 28). 

The plan, which includes congestion 
pricing, will reduce the number of cars and 
trucks that cmise through our residential 
streets to avoid tolls on bridges. To see the 
problem, just go to Fourth Avenue in the 
morning and look at all the cars trying to 
avoid the Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel. 

I’m happy that Borough President 
Markowitz is giving congestion pricing an- 
other chance. I’ve been to London, and the 
change from before to after is truly stun- 
ning. We need it here, and I will vote 
against any Brooklyn pol who is against it. 

Anyone who has questions about the 
plan should read it at http://www.nyc.gov/ 
2030. It’s incredibly well thought out, and 
will make the city more livable. 

Michael Freedman, Gowanus 


Delivery Opt out 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes throughout 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Our unique sys- 
tem limits deliveries to just a few pa- 
pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 
optout.html 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (71 8) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 

neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


Decked highway needs a school 



CHOOSE GREEN 
POWER. FUTURE 
GENERATIONS 
WILL THANK YOU. 


Green Power is energy generated from renewable resources like wind, 
water, sun or biomass. It’s great for the environment, reducing pollutants 
that contribute to global warming. And it’s easy to choose a Green 
Power energy supplier. Call 1-800-780-2884 or visit us online. As always, 
Con Edison will deliver your energy safely and reliably, and will respond to 
any problems or emergencies. 


www.poweryourway.com/greenpower 


conEdison 
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Schedule Magnet A presented by Pay-O-Matic OPENING DAY! 

Home Plate Stone B presented by KeySpan 

Piggy Bank c presented by New York's 529 College Savings Direct Plan 
1957 Night - Joe Pignatano & Danny McDevitt Appearance 
Tailgate Chair B presented by Lutheran Medical Center - Faith Night 
Jersey Backpack 6 presented by Dime Savings Bank - Pay Your Weight Night 
Schedule Pen 6 presented by SUNY Downstate Medical Center - Lucky Hot Dog Night 
Latino Heritage Night presented by Maimonides Medical Center - Appearance by Reggy 
Souvenir Baseball 6 

Ralph Branca Appearance - Game presented by HBO 

Green T-Shirt D and Irish Heritage Night presented by Budweiser and WFAN 
Baseball Cap 6 presented by Long Island University - Appearance by The ZOOperstars 
Scrubs 6 presented by Maimonides Medical Center 
Thunderstix 6 presented by Nutrament - Brooklyn's Got Talent 
Fireworks - FDNY Night - Game presented by Parenting Magazine 
Classic Car Show 

Don Newcombe Bobblehead 6 and Appearance - Autism Awareness Night 
Fireworks 

28" Wooden Bat c - Jewish Heritage Night 

Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz Bobblehead B 

Camp Day - 12 noon First Pitch 

Fireworks - Principal Financial Group Family Fun Fest 
Comic Coloring Book c - Super Hero Night 
Ebbets Field Model D - Photo Day - Soccer Night 
Willie Randolph Bobblehead 6 presented by Atlantis Health Plan 
T-Shirt 6 and EMS Night presented by Midwood Ambulance - Fireworks - Appearance by Rally 

Lee Mazzilli Bobblehead 6 and Italian Heritage Night 

Presented by Ridgewood Savings Bank and SportsNet New York 

Beer Glass D presented by Miller Brewing Company - Military Night 
Bark in the Park - Medieval Times Night 
Fireworks - Biker Night 

Replica Jersey 6 presented by Gargiulo's Restaurant - Pay Your Weight Night II 

Fleece Blanket c 

Garage Sale Giveaway 6 presented by New York's 529 College Savings Direct Plan 
Breast Cancer Awareness Night 

Brooklyn Bridge Bobblehead 6 presented by KeySpan - Fireworks - Appearance by BirdZerk! 



A - First 7,500 into the ballpark. B - First 2,500 into the ballpark. C - First 1,250 kids (14 and under) into the ball park. D - First 2,000 adults (21 and over) into the ball park. 

Additional promotional items and dates to be announced. Promotional items and dates are subject to change. 


brooklvncyclones.com 

718.507.TIXX 



ILONES 

BROOKLYN. 
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Bill stumps for Hill in Heights 


By Michael Giardina 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

From Garden Place to the Rose Garden? 

Former President Bill Clinton stopped by 
actor Gabriel Byrne’s Garden Place home 
last Thursday to raise money for his wife’s 
White House bid. 

The usually quiet street was briefly filled 
with rock-fan-like screams as the former 
leader of the free world got out of his black 
limo and shook a few hands before bounding 
up the front stoop to press the monied palms 
inside (photo, right). 

“Before he pulled up, it was a Garden 
Place scene — we were all sitting on the 
stoop, having wine and hors d’oeuvres,” said 
Renee Auriema, a neighbor of the “Usual 
Suspects” star. “Then the black cars pulled 
up.” 

Parents rushed towards the former Com- 
mander-in-Chief — donning a spiffy green 
tie for the Irish- American fundraiser — to get 
autographs and pictures of Clinton posing 
with their kids. 

“I got a picture with my two daughters,” 
said Valerie Frankel. “It’ll be something I 
treasure for the rest of my life.” 

Days later, the block still lingered with the 
aura of Clinton. 

“He is quite a celebrity still,” said Land 
Grant, who lives on the block with the Tony- 
and Oscar-nominated actor. “[Byrne’s house] 
is always useful for someone with that type 
of profile.” 




Magic Johnson speaks on AIDS awareness — and, later, affordable housing 
— at Brown Memorial Baptist Church in Fort Greene. 


Magic's latest trick 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Basketball legend Earvin “Magic” 
Johnson is in talks with Council- 
woman Letita James (D-Fort Greene) 
and a prominent Clinton Hill religious 
leader to build affordable housing in 
the fast-gentrifying neighborhood. The 
Brooklyn Paper has learned. 

“We think that there are some op- 
portunities for building [affordable 
housing] here,” Johnson said after a 
public appearance at the Brown 
Memorial Baptist Church last week. 

Johnson came to Brown Memorial 
as part of his “I Stand with Magic” anti- 
AIDS campaign, but the hot local topic 
of housing couldn’t be avoided, accord- 
ing to the former LA Laker, and co-de- 
veloper of the landmark Williamsburgh 
Savings Bank building, at One Hanson 
Place, which he is now converting into 
189 luxury condos. 

Johnson attracted the ire of James 


and Rev. Clinton Miller of Brown 
Memorial last year when he refused to 
reserve any space in the One Hanson 
Place tower — the borough’s tallest — 
for affordable housing. 

He said that the two community ad- 
vocates “reached out” to him as soon 
as they learned of his Brooklyn cam- 
paign stop. 

“I told them, because of the cost of 
the [bank tower], [affordable units 
weren’t] feasible there,” Johnson said. 
“But we are open to exploring options 
where there is appropriate land.” 

Johnson’s development company, 
Canyon- Johnson Urban Fund, and its 
partner, Dermot Co., paid a reported 
$165 million for the 34-story, four- 
faced icon in 2005. 

The athlete-mogul said he would 
consider pairing with a Brooklyn church 
— and building on its land — in order 
to keep expenses down this time. 

“We are interested in talking with any 
Brooklyn church that has land,” he said. 


Brown Memorial Baptist owns no va- 
cant land, but it does have air rights over 
its sprawling, low-rise chapel. Miller said 
that he had spoken informally with John- 
son about what it would take to build 
above the church, a historic landmark 
that can’t be altered without a rezoning. 

Johnson’s affordable housing offen- 
sive has James back on the developer’s 
team after months of tense dealings 
over the all-luxury Hanson Place site. 

‘He has now given us assurance that he 
is going to do affordable housing some- 
where in the neighborhood,” James said. 
“It’s a quid pro quo and I accept that.” 

In 2003, Johnson’s group helped 
fund a condo conversion on the site of 
the former Brooklyn Tabernacle in 
Park Slope. The development fund re- 
cently began investing in a third 
Brooklyn project, in Greenpoint. 

The Clinton Hill partnership would 
be the b-baller’s first affordable project 
in the borough. 


Welcome to Brooklyn (Senegal, that is) 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The Brooklyn Paper’s 
own international corre- 
spondent, Laura Silver, 
recently snapped this pho- 
to for us while on a trip to 
Camberene — a Muslim 
town in northern Senegal. 

“The owner said he was 
inspired by ‘Joe’s Bed- 
Stuy Barbershop,’ the 1983 
film that Spike Lee made 
when he was in grad 
school,” Silver told us via 
e-mail from the West 
African nation. 

But Camberene wasn’t 



The Brooklyn Barber Shop — in Camberene, Senegal! 


the only Senegalese town 
in which Silver found 

“I also [found] Brooklyn 
spray-painted on walls in 
two different cities with 
populations under 50,000,” 
Silver said. 

“What’s up with that?” 

Well, the large Senega- 
lese community in Browns- 
ville might have something 
to do with why our bor- 
ough is so popular in 
African desert villages. 

Or maybe they all just 
really like Spike Lee. 

— Christie Rizk 


Dem Bums’ last season 


To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers' final, dismal campaign, The Brooklyn 
Paper will provide a weekly reminder of the fabled 
Boys of Summer. Here's this week's highlight: 

May 6, 1957 Dodgers 5-Braves 4 (14 innings) 

A Gino Cimoli homerun in the bottom of the 1 4th saved 
the Brooks from a second straight loss to the Braves. 
Sandy Koufax got the win, his first of the year. 




A nod to 
the Pod 


A fter shutting out the new york yan kf. es 

in Game Seven of the 1955 World Series — the clincher 
of the Brooklyn Dodgers’ first and only world’s champi- 
onship — Johnny Podres was more popular in Brooklyn than 
the Cyclone, Coney Island, egg creams, and Nathan’s combined. 

Two years later, the Dodgers’ owner took his team, with 
young pitchers like Podres and Sandy Koufax, to Los Angeles. 

The Dodgers never came back, but Podres, 74, visits Brook- 
lyn periodically, and he made his latest incursion on Sunday, 
greeting fans who were waiting on line at Keyspan Park to pur- 
chase individual game tickets for the Cyclones’ seventh season. 

And the first fan on line was Wayne Armstrong, a gruntled 
postal worker from Brighton Beach. 

“I’ve been a fan since the first season,” said Armstrong, who 
arrived on line on the sidewalk along Surf Avenue at 4 pm Sat- 
urday, 17 hours before the tickets finally went on sale. 

“It got a little chilly at night,” added Armstrong, who brought 
a folding chair and a sleeping bag with him. 

Armstrong has been first on line for Cyclones’ tickets for 



Johnny Podres greeted fans at Keyspan Park on Sunday. 


three years in a row (ever hear of season tickets, Wayne?). 

Another early arrival was Louis Alberici. 

“I’m from Bensonhurst — the home of Ralph Kramden,” said 
Alberici, who then made a confession. 

“I have Rudy [Giuliani] blood in me,” he said, admitting his 
allegiance to the Yankees, both Bronx and Staten Island variety. 

Also on line early was Sea Gate resident Sy Golde, who grew 
up in Coney Island. 

“I was a Giants fan, and I was surrounded by Dodger fans 
who gave me plenty of abuse,” said Golde as he waited to buy 
tickets for his sons and his grandchildren, all from New Jersey. 

“Everyone thought I was crazy to root for the Giants, and I 
got lots of abuse from the Dodger fans, but it was all in fun.” 

Johnny Podres also remembered fun. 

“When I came up to the Dodgers, I was only 20 years old, 
and I stayed at the Bossert Hotel, just down the street from the 
Dodgers’ offices on Montague Street,” said Podres. 

“I would go out to Coney Island all the time. I made sure I got 
on that first seat on the Cyclone. That was almost as big a thrill 
as beating the Yankees in the World Series.” 

They also took advantage of their talents (while also benefit- 
ting from the era’s lack of celebrity culture). 

“Tommy Lasorda and I came over [to Coney Island] one time 
to throw baseballs at those things [dolls on sticks],” said the left- 

“We knocked down so many that they found out we were 
Dodger pitchers, and they wouldn’t let us play any more. [But 
by then], we’d won so many of those stuffed animals that we 
took them to Ebbets Field and sold ’em at the ballpark.” 

Fifty years after the Brooklyn Dodgers’ last season, baseball 
enthusiasm in the borough is stronger than ever, albeit in a mi- 
nor (league) key. 

But on a day when Johnny Podres returned to Brooklyn, 
when hundreds of people lined up for Class A baseball tickets, 
when the mood was overjoyed that the Cyclones’ original man- 
ager, Edgar Alfonzo, is back as skipper, could anyone be blamed 
for dreaming of a 2007 New York-Penn League championship? 


Get your Gersh on 



The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn Paper Editor Gersh Kuntzman (above left) moderated 
another episode of BCAT’s Reporter Roundtable show this week. 
Joining our Gersh on the panel was newcomer Ethan Brown of the 
New York Sun (center) and veteran BCAT yakker Jotham Seder- 
strom of the Daily News. Topics included Mayor Bloomberg’s con- 
gestion-pricing plan, Atlantic Yards and pols behaving badly. The 
show premieres on Friday, May 4, at 9 pm, and repeats on Saturday, 
May, 5 at 9 pm; Monday, May 7, at 1 pm; Tuesday, May 8, at 1:30 
and 9:30 pm; and Thursday, May 10, at 2 and 10 pm. BCAT is chan- 
nel 56 (Time-Wamer) and channel 69 (Cablevision). 


verses 

reverses FREILICH 


Leon Freilich, the poet laureate of Park Slope, was so impressed 
by Attorney General Alberto Gonzales’s recent testimony in Con- 
gress that he wrote this inspired verse, “I Did Not Do What I Can’t 
Remember”: 

So Alberto Gonzales misspoke — so what? 

Wasn't Scooter Libby in a similar spot? 

Despite the Democrats' righteous rages. 

Couldn't faulty recollections be contagious? 

We need to allow that memory lapses 
Are among the plausible perhapses. 

Though it often happens that political climbers 
Come down with a case of convenient Alzheimer's. 



Do you have questions about your water bill? 
DEP wants to answer them. 


JOIN US AT A DEP CUSTOMER SERVICE EVENT 

Hosted by 

Council Member David Yassky 

Thursday, May 10, 2007 
5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

St. Francis College 

182 Remsen St. between Court & Clinton Streets 
Brooklyn, NY 11 201 
M, N, or R train to Court Street; 

2, 3, 4, or 5 train to Borough Hall 


St 


FINANCF 
si“* - home 




The New York City Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) is hosting a series of outreach 
events throughout the City to improve customer 
service for its account holders. DEP Customer 
Service representatives will be on hand with 
computers to check water usage history, answer 
questions and set up payment agreements. 

The event will also feature information from other 
New York City agencies that offer programs of 
interest to property owners. The other agencies are: 

Department of Finance (DOF) 

Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) 
Department for the Aging (DFTA) 

For more information: (718) 595-3496 
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Council takes up ‘Railroad’ fight 


By Mat Probasco 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The battle over whether the 
Underground Railroad passed 
through seven houses on 
Duffield and Gold streets 
made it this week to the City 
Council, which could block a 
city plan to destroy the houses 
for a hotel parking lot. 

“We should be celebrating 
history, not [destroying it],” 
said Charles Barron (D-Canar- 
sie) at a rally on the steps of 
City Hall before Tuesday’s 
hearing. 

Barron and about 40 others 
said a report commissioned by 
the city Economic Develop- 
ment Corporation wrongly as- 
serts that the houses were not 
part of the Underground Rail- 
road. 

The EDC wants to tear down 
the 150-year-old houses and a 
build a public park and a park- 
ing lot near a proposed hotel. 

Barron said the rush to 




protection of their homes as his- 
toric landmarks. 

So the EDC paid a Park Av- 
enue consulting firm, AKRF, a 
half -million dollars to research 
the historic value of the proper- 
ties — and specifically their ties 
to the Underground Railroad. 

On Tuesday, an AKRF vice 
president, Linh Do, said the Un- 
derground Railroad did, indeed, 
make more stops in Brooklyn 
than the Q train — but the com- 
pany’s researchers found no link 
between the seven houses and 
the Abolitionist movement. 

“Bulls— t!” one Duffield 
Houses supporter said in a far- 
from-quiet stage whisper. 

That could be a majority 
opinion. Of the 12 outside ana- 
lysts who reviewed the AKRF 
report, eight said they disagreed 
with all or part of the findings. 

One reviewer called the re- 
port “seriously flawed” and an- 
other said “Duffield Street has 
all the markers of an Under- 



mer owners — the Truesdell 
family — was heavily involved 
in the Abolition movement. 

But Do said oddities in the 
sub-cellars were merely “venti- 
lation wells” for kitchens, not 
tunnels between houses. 

AKRF’s report also said 
there were few definitive links 
between owners of the proper- 
ties and abolitionists in the mid- 
to-late 19th century — and that 
the consultants could not find 
evidence that Truesdell used 
227 Duffield St. as a safe 

Barron ripped into Do, 
telling her, “What you present- 
ed here was disgusting and des- 

He reminded Do that not all 
of AKRF’s reviewers agreed 
with the consultants’ findings. 

“I feel really insulted that 
you would come here and pres- 
ent this to our community,” he 
said. “I think this is a bogus 
piece of research you did here.” 

After Do, dozens of mem- 



Law would 



destroy my livelihood! 



'Spoil’ sports 

Con Ed coughs up dough 



This week’s ‘Hero’ and 
‘Goat’ are the same man! 



Casting of characters 




POOL... 







NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 


Reader Advisory: National trade associations to which we belong purchased 
the following classifieds. This publication has not verified the value of any of the serv- 
ices or products advertised; some advertisers do not offer "employment" but rather 
supply manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients estab- 
lish mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should 
you send any money in advance or give an advertiser your checking, license ID, or 
credit card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of 
credit and note that if a credit repair company does business only over the phone 
it's illegal to request any money before delivering its service. 


CADNET ADS 
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;, 1-800-270-1213, Ext. 280 
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NC MOUNTAINS!! L 



SCAN ADS 


| Announcements | 

| Government Jobs 


$12-$48/hr Full Benefits/Paid Training. Work 

Siiisr 



1 1 

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!!! AS 

For Listings: 1-800-298-1768 ” 

APPLY NOW BY PHONE! 1-888-271-0463 

SISoESS 



“““ 

Ifplfr 




Bills, Business, School/Hous^'AJmos^every- 

Personal bills School Business/Housina AS 
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1 Miscellaneous 
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SERVICES 


© 


TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 

(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized Center a . 


Facing Divorce? « 

Get An Experienced Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

Property distribution (pensions, licenses, real estate) • Spousal supprt • Custody/ 
visitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts • Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

16 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(71 8) 522-61 1 8 • www.angelascarlato.com 

Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray; RC. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 

r C LI Pand SAVE ' 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs 

• Wrongful Death • True 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Harri Messengers 



Have the world on 
their hands 

Any size packages. A package size in inches 
12 High X 12 Wide X 12 Long $5.95 per pound. 

Prompt pick up in Brooklyn and Manhattan only 

Delivered Cross Country 

718 363-9500 

An A Andrew Harrison CPA affiliate company ^ 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 


718-788-3913 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 


FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 
OFFICE 
LOCATED AT 

111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


VOICE • DATA • FIBER 
VIDEO • AUDIO 

INSTALLATIONS 

212 619-3132 

CABLESANDCHIPSINC.COM 


Dental Service 


NEED A VACATION? 

Last minute deals to any 
destination, hotel and air. 

compare anc? save. 

Visit our website at 

Deals on FLORIDA, JAMAICA, 
MEXICO, VEGAS and much more 

NADRICHTRAVELS 

347-632-2426 




COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 


Service - Se habla espafiol. Free estimate 

(917) 415-6807 
www.praxisinfo.biz 


$1000 For NYC Retro 
Contemporary Chairs 

2 Living Room, 6 Dinning Room 
All Leather & Teak Wood 
Purchased from ABC Carpet. Will Deliver 

Contact Mary Ellen 

(718)748-1881 

Wood Furniture 
For Sale: 

Captain's Bed, Liquor 
Cabinet, Cedar Chest, 
Book Case & Shelves. 

(718) 680-8318 


Merchandise Wanted 


ML, Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

W LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


100 


Over 1 00 Services on our 
Classified 8c Home 
Improvement Sections 



REAL 

ESTATE 


APARTMENTS 



Commercial Space For Rent 


Artist/Writer Studio Space 
$210 to $375 -Dumbo, Bklyn 

Beautiful multi-user space w/light, open 


Email: studiomilo@yahoo.com 


Prospect Lefferts Gardens 

A Quiet Upscale Location ideal for a 
Professional Practice. Features include 
Large Modem Reception Room, 
Consultation Rooms & Lab, Near all majoi 
Subways & Busses, Garage included. 
$3,000/Mth. 

(718) 469-4136 for Appt. 


Windsor Terrace ■ Open House 
Tues. May 15, 6 pm - 8 pm 

30 Ocean Parkway, apt 1M 
1 Br, beaut EIK, granite counters, stain- 
less stl. appl. Exposed brk. DR. Near the 
F train. S399K. Sapam Realty - Brett 

(212) 629-8288 saparn.com 


MUST SEE! CALL FOR MORE DETAILS! 

Century 21 Classic Realty 
(718) 968-2222 K i9 


PARK SLOPE 
Four Story Brownstone 

Pacific Street 
No Brokers 

CONTACT OWNER 

(718)921-6601 K21 


Grt im w WBFPL & views of gorgeous 
gdn. 26.00SF level, landscaped grounds. 
Dbl gar _ ext pkng. Winter watemew $1 ,.9 


Randall Manor/Snug Harbor, 

Premier Area Picture Perfect 3 story C/H 
Dutch Colonial (c.1895) on elegant tree- 
lined street steps from SI Bot Gdn & SH 
Cultural Ctr. Fab Viet dtls. Bay windows, 
twin parlors, porches, 4 WBFPSLS, 9’ 
dngs, MBR w fplc + 5 add! brs. Chefs kit. 

Mod bths. Full bsmnt. Mins to trans & 
ferry. $749k.Brkr. (718) 981-0255. Photos 


HOUSES / NEW JERSEY 


Move to a Suburb 

even a New Yorker can love ! 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 4 

• 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center | 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 


i.org • 1-800-256-7329 

for a free information kit or tour. 
Sponsored by The Community Coalition. 


MORTGAGES 


BANCO POPULAR 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
5216 Fifth Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11220 
Tel: (718) 567-0604 
Fax: (718) 567-0274 


Ronald Bislig 

il Mortgages 


Email: rbislig@bpop.c 

m 



REAL ESTATE AGENTS 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 


•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens *Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights «Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill ‘Clinton Hill *Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


had enough winter yet? 

www.nvfraninflorida.com 

Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 

Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 

email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com „ 


HOUSES FOR SALE 




ALL NEWLY 
CONSTRUCTED HOMES 


IIOMIS I , ( 71 EI 4 I;If 00 



Clinton Hill Crown Heights Bed Stuy 
OPEN HOUSE! 2 Family Duplex. 3 Family Brick. 

Bdrms. 3/3/3 Bdrm. 1/2 


2 & 3 fam 


Driveway Driveway, Terrace 


JOBS 


Help Wanted 


N.Y.Wall Street Firm 

Looking for Stockbroker/ 
Stockbroker Trainees 
No exp. Necessary. 
Will Sponsor & Train. 

Call (212) 480-6650 

Administrative Assistant Needed 

for busy Brooklyn based 
distribution company. 


Fax R( 


le (206) 333-0854 


Dental Assistant 

with 1 + years of 
experience needed for 
Park Slope Dental Office. 

Full or Part Time. 

Fax Resume (718) 832-0796 


SELL OVER 4 MILLION SONGS 

OWN A RETAL ONLINE MUSIC STORE 

upload your own music and earn 70% 

Call (718) 482-3390 


Executive Resume 
Writing Services 

Goldmine Solutions 
By appointment only 

Interview coaching 

(718) 758-2679 

Goldminesolutions@juno.com 


To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


LEGAL NOTICES 


HE FAMILY COURT OF TH 


TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT. CA 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROUNA, COUNTY OF GEORGETOWN 

IN THE INTEREST OF: Anatashia Marie Vaughn and Keith Tyrell Vaughn, min 



:he County of Erie. Trial to 


ABRAHAM G. GERGES a Judge of the SUPREME Court of the State of New York, dated the 
13th day of March, 2007 and filed with the Complaint in the Office of the KINGS County Clerk, 
in the City of Brooklyn. 


lo. 2006000447345; Said me 


)8. SEE ATTACHED DESCRIPTI 


46 LINCOLN AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NN 


BEGINNING at a point on the Westerly side of Uncoln Avenue, distant 534 feet 4-1/2 inches 
Northerly from the corner formed by the intersection of Westerly side of Uncoln Avenue and the 
Northerly side of Atlantic Avenue; 

RUNNING THENCE Westerly and at right angles to Uncoln Avenue and part of the distance 
THENCE Northerly and parallel with Uncoln Avenue, 20 feet; 


ue, 20 feet to the place of BEGINNING. 


PREME COURT: KINGS COUNTY 

Barry Davis, et al, Defendant(s) 
P.C., 2 Summit Court, Suite 301, 


INDEX NO. 3437/2005. Le 


v. CRIMINAL COUR 



HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

COMTimJED FROM BACK PAGE 


CONTRACTORS 


C ^AvantP > 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

Jobs are Owner Supervised -Roofing 

• Finished Basements We have been • Windows 

doing a great job ’ C . u / d ° d / ti ° e s cks 

for over ten years • 

718-375-8292 "tH. 


Lie# 1157104 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


•Int/Ext Painting -Doors 


• Custom Made Kitchen Cabinets, 


(718) 998-1110 


Scott's Contracting 

All Phases of Const. & Reno. 
FREE ESTIMATES ^ 
Over Ten Years of Exp. 


917-912-8124 


Weinstein Miller 


(718)288-8962 


CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 


• Doors 

• Decks 

• Painting 




Windows 

All Masonary Work; 
Brick Work & Pointing 
Call Chris O'toole for all your 
Home Improvement needs. 

(917) 400-6028 

Licensed & Insured 


RENOVATION 


DESIGN -PRODUCTS -REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
89871 1 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 


BEAGLE 


Interior & Exterior 


718-686-1100 


v. 


American Eagle 
Construction Corp. 

Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 


Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 

iericaneagleconstruction@yahoo.c( 


MELODY 

Contracting NY Inc. 

Exterior & Interior 

Roofing • Masonry • Concrete 
Brick • Extension 

(718) 633-5249 
(917) 302-1397 

Fully Licensed & Insured 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices. 
Painting, drywall, plumbing, floor- 
ing, tiling, carpentry, and more 

The Total Contractor 

Total reliability 

- prompt, kept scheduling 

Total experience 

- experienced craftsmen 
Total back-up 

- advice and guidance 

Insured, Bonded, License: #1190150 
References available 

Total Property Services, Inc. 

^ 91^-682-^85™' 

Dorothy 


^ Chris Mullins 

General Contracting 


718-276-8558 


LEGAL NOTICES 


ELEANA MAKAROVA, Plaintiff — against — LEV FLAKSMAN, D< 
ACTION FOR A DIVORCE, TO DEFENDANT FLAKSMAN: 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to 



2E: The object of this ; 

HE REUEF SOUGHT IS a judgment « 
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"KS^HOME improvement 


Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 



336 9th Street ° p ®l^ K fe di f c ^ eek 

(718) 369-6873 SauToIlT 5pm - Sun"! l'a 6 rr 3 °5 pm 



B®BTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORP. 


Alternative Energy 


Bring the 
POWER 
of Wind 
to your 
HOME 


NYWind.com 


Appliance Repai 


• Air Conditioners • 

• Washers & Dryers • 

• Stoves & Ovens • 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


J°hn 

Costelloe 



in Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


1 -888-BOBTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

• Technicians specializing in repair and upgrades 
of older homes built before 1980 


• Mention this ad and save $25. 

I Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.com 


• VIOLATIONS REMOVED • 
• BASEMENT & CELLAR 
LEGALIZATIONS • 

JUST 

Zr^RCHITECTURE 


r (718)855-1237 


* Leinster 
Contracting 

Spray on Fireproofing 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


Carpentry Plus 


SOLUTIONS INC. 

Specializing in: 

Boiler Cleaning & Installation 
Gas & Oil Violations Corrected, 

718 762 9200 



Plumbing 




PUT A STOP TO ANNOYING LEAKS 



Call on us to handle your entire home' 
plumbing needs. Our experts can solve | 
any plumbing problem, from a clogged 
kitchen sink to a faulty pipe! 

✓ 24/7 Emergency Services Available 
/ Free Estimates / Low Prices / ALL WORK GAURANTEED 


Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED 
Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move in Clean-up 

718-57^-4165 


HiflitrfjWs ilHaitrs 8C 


1 718-703-1407 H 


DECKS 

by Bart 


F • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 


(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


ANY HOUSE 


Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company with out checking the following 

Make sure of: Billing Procedure. 

Service Hours: Vigilante No surprises, we charge by 
has true 24 hr Service the '° b not hour 

Warranties, Guarantees I^IDII JLV13 

lumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning 

(718)522-6111 



SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry * Masonry * Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE * ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Robert 718-249-6928 * rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


a 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 es™*™ 


— ^ NAM - 
DEMO LITTON 

Hassle Free! We Do It All! 
No Permit! No Dumpster! 


FREE ESTIMATES!! 

www.NMDemolition.com "kfcke 

(718) 351-6273 


ALECTRAinc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

71 8-522-3893 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


M PT Installations 
Electrical Contractor 

Licensed & Insured/ Residential-Commercial 

aS' lines. Adequate wiring, fixture's 
installed. Hi-Kat specialists, custom 
l$ee*Estimates Emergency Service - 

CaM Nick (718) 331-3210 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718-893-4006 




■# JC TREE SERVICE #■ 

Serving all the 5 Boroughs 

FREE estimates All Phase of Tree Work licensed » insured 

• Tree Removal • Free Load 

SENIOR 'Stump Of Wood SEHABLA 

discount Grinding Chips espanol 

• Pruning Mrf * 


COMMERICAL • RESIDENTIAL 


“ i 718 896 2158 iT= | 



Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 


Bees • Flee 
Moths • I 






Floor Maintenance 


MICOLOSI & NICOLOSI 

WOOD FLOORING SPECIALISTS 

Sanding, installation & repairs 
Bleaching, pickling & staining!! 

RELIABLE & INSURED 


(516)593.0022 

(718)227.2074 - (718)843.2400 


All Kinds of LAMINATION 

Hardwood Floors $1 .50/SQ.FT. 

$Z50/SQFT. 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(347)278-0331 TIM 
(646) 372-2581 TIMUR 


Residential & Commercial Interior and Exterior Painting 

All aspects of the Interior and Exterior Painting 

Specially and Decorative Painting 

Wall Repair, Plaster Restoration, Water Damage Repair & 

Wall Paper Removal 


® TBEf REMOVAL 

HF TH 

TU-WM HQ _ iiTwini 


71 M41U1 HQ 

719'CUT-THEE 

A Division ofDragonetti Bros. Landscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY ' 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

f^GuZIL 720 ' 25 7D 5 Se 8 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation "Repairs 
•Scraping "Sanding 

24 Hr Svc • Fully Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


Floor Maintenance || Movers (Licensed) 


Kells 

Wood Floors 


Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 


DRAGONETTI 

BROTHERS 


LANDSCAPING, NURSERY 
& TREE CARE 


Visit our Garden Center: 



a. 


It’s Spring! 
Wake up your garden 
iarden Service 


718-753 9741 


The Artist Garden 

Garden Design and 
Installation specializing 
in bluestone 
James Stephenson 
www.theartistgarden.c 
1-646-644-7156 
zanzibarblue@ 
hotmail.com , 



Landscape 6- Floral Design 

Spring is coming 

Garden design, installation 
& maintenance service 

Kristen Austin 718.522.1232 


JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

718-788-2159 


CALL NED 


Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
/Vallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 


KBM Contracting 

FREE ESTIMATE 

(718) 763-0379 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 ws 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

Family owned and operated for 
3 generations. For the lowest 
rates and best quality moving 

Experienced & Reliable. 

21 49 E. 72nd. St. DOT#321 49 

718-763-1435 

A20/25/28/31 -1 3 


- i TIP 
J TOP 
MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & Estimates 

718 484-7514 


& Storage A 

It residential. lAfe^arry building insurance. Al 
umiture padded Free. Courteous, reliable 

M33il7 


* 

We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS # 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 



www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 

Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 


SUNSHINE,, 

N 713^43-6990 er 


*-, : a 


m 


7,1 8-4:19*7 ;io<> 


Room & Apartment 
Painting 

Quality & Clean Work 
LOW PRICES! 

Call anytime or leave a msg 

718-435-2351 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
»m Plumbing SB 

TUBS • SINKS * MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Schwamberger 
Roofing 

ifing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 


718-646-4540 


Specializing in Finding & 
Repairing Problem Leaks 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 

• Shingles • Rubber Roof 
• 90 Lb. Tar Roof • Gravel Roofs 
• Skylights • Siding • Gutters 


A. Stewart Roofing 

30 years experience 
Licensed #1204810 
Affordable 8c Insured 

1-800-636-3944 




(718) 382-4449 as k foi 


Rubbish Removal 


O GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 




■ember Brooklyn Ch; 

Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

CELL 917-416-8322 


yEAGLE 

W Rubbish Removal Inc. 

www.EagleRubbishRemoval.com 

(718) 871-0997 


Residential • Comr 





Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-2955668 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 


Custom Window Installation 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Sripping 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Ms 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

4218 Third Ave. 2nd. FI; Brooklyn, NY 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 

CONTRACTORS 


INSIDE ON PAGE 15 


























































